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DISTRICT  GOVERNOR   Jeffrey (Jeff) Weinrach       Oct 2026     NO. 4

Rotary
District 5520

     My wife Ardeth and I were attending a Rotary Institute in Denver during my District Governor Elect 
year.  The Governor Elects were introducing the speakers at the different events.  On the final evening 
one of my classmates introduced the keynote speaker.  Then it happened the speaker was not there.  
Dead silence filled the room and I was wondering what my classmate was going to do.  
     Suddenly the back doors of the banquet hall opened and a sliding sound could be heard on the carpet.  
As we all watched a man with a piece of automobile tire tied under his buttocks pulled himself with his 
hands to the stage.  
     Born in India with polio, Ramesh faced a future that could have been 
very different. Had he remained in India, he might have been forced to 
move around by pulling himself along with a tire placed beneath him, 
a heartbreaking reminder of how devastating polio can be. Instead, 
his life changed when he was adopted and raised in Canada by Rota-
ry-connected parents. He received opportunities that allowed him to 
overcome many of the limitations polio had placed on his life.
Ramesh did not let polio define him. Instead, he became a powerful 
advocate for polio eradication, sharing his story around the world and 
helping people understand what is at stake.
     His story gives Rotary members a very personal reason to con-
tinue supporting PolioPlus. Every vaccination represents a child who 
may never have to experience what Ramesh experienced. Every dol-
lar raised helps provide vaccines, surveillance, transportation, and the 
people needed to reach children in the world’s most difficult places.
     We are closer than ever to ending polio, but close is not finished. Ramesh’s life shows us what is 
possible when a child is given a chance. Rotary has made an extraordinary commitment to creating a 
polio-free world.
     Now it is up to us to finish the fight. By raising funds for PolioPlus, supporting vaccination efforts, 
and telling stories like Ramesh’s, every Rotary club and every Rotarian can help make sure that no child 
in the future has to live with the consequences of a disease we have the ability to prevent.
One child, One vaccine, One world without polio.  Let’s finish the fight!
        To donate and become a member of the Polio Plus Society, the District 5520 Polio Plus Kennel Klub 
or both, please follow the directions below.  One donation of $100.00 or more makes you eligible for both 
the Society and the Klub.

(Continued)
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Joining the Kennel Klub is a 2-step process:   
1.	 Make an annual donation ($100 minimum) to PolioPlus
				    https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
2.	 Fill out the Kennel Klub New Member Form here:

     A bandana will be sent to the address indicated in the new member form.  
Additional information about the Kennel Club can be found here:  Kennel Klub 
Information.  Additional information about the Polio Plus Society can be found 
here:  PolioPlus Society Information.

Thanks for your support in this vital fight to make our world a better place!

Past District Governor Lonnie Leslie
lleslie@district5520.com
1-575-760-2395

Jeff Weinrach
2026-27 District 5520 Governor 
Jweinrach5520@nmia.com
1-505-400-1403

Mark your calendar NOW so other 
things don’t slip in too.

STRONGER TOGETHER - REACHING 
NEW HEIGHTS OF SERVICE

April 16,
 2027

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqooESLnAfH6cO5F9VaKB2KnEILZTkv-DxzqtOs657CqRFWQ/viewform?usp=send_form
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   Due to the tremendous interest in traveling to India, and since we were only able to select five 
Rotarians for our previous trip, we are excited to organize another Friendship Exchange Trip to 
India!

Date: Mid-February 2027
Duration: Approximately 12–15 days (to be finalized)

Host District: District 3060, a very large Rotary District located in western India.

     If you are interested in joining us on this exciting adventure, please let me know as soon as 
possible by emailing me at my personal email address:

 nandoloba@yahoo.com

     As always, all names received will be entered into a drawing, and the first five names selected 
will have the opportunity to participate! 
     This is a wonderful opportunity to experience India, build new friendships, strengthen Rotary 
connections, and enjoy an unforgettable cultural exchange.
     We look forward to traveling together and making more great Rotary memories! 

Warm regards,
 Fernando Lopez

 
PS: I am also including the last email from my counterpart in that district with information about 
it.
 
Dear Fernando,
 
It was nice having a word with you today morning.
 
Please find below brief of our District along with the Information about District 3060 for your 
ready reference. 
 
     Our District is widely spread from South Gujarat to Parts of North Gujarat and extend up to 
parts of Maharashtra. District Map attached for reference in the attached file of “Information 
about District 3060”.  

(Continued)
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     Our District has Beautiful Beaches, Historical Archaeological sites, Asiatic Lion National Park 
and also has the world’s tallest Statue (Statue of Unity) and world’s largest office Building (Surat 
Diamond Bourse) ahead of Pentagon, USA.
     Important cities of our District are Vapi, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Rajkot, Jamnagar, Dhule 
etc.   
     Since our District is widely spread and difficult to cover the whole District in 2 weeks’ time 
of RFE Duration. Normally we move from South to North, approx. 3 days in each city and sur-
roundings or sometimes from North to South. We try to cover mostly 4 to 5 cities in this RFE. 
We also have Rotary Meetings, and we also show Rotary’s permanent projects in those cities.  
Normally we have an exchange of 5 couples (10 persons) for a duration of 12 to 15 days. As per 
mutual understanding we can increase or decrease the number of persons and number of days. 
We normally accept inbound RFE teams during October to February since it is a comfortable 
season for travel to our District as the temperature varies from 20 to 28 deg C at different times 
and locations.   
     Our outbound team normally prefers to travel in May to August (being vacation time in 
schools). 
We all Rotarians of the District 3060 encompassing professionals, entrepreneurs and business-
men are wonderful hosts. Our arms and hearts are open to share the magic of friendship.
Nearest International Airport:
Mumbai (BOM) & Surat (STV). We also have the International Airport at Ahmedabad. Depending 
upon the itinerary we freeze, we will let you know the nearest Airport accordingly. 
image Information About D3060.pdf
 
Contact Details
Phone: +91 98251 55517
WhatsApp: +91 70699 70052
Mail: prafuldewani@gmail.com
Many thanks.  Peace.
Mark Goodman
Governor Nominee, Rotary District 5520 (2028-29)

The purpose of this page is to collaborate 
together, share ideas, and celebrate the good 
work of Rotarians across District 5520 as we 
support children and families in our region.  
Like and share as we grow this 
page and this project together!
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Christine Chilfuya Glidden a member of the Rotary Club of Albu-
querque, traveled to Nepal to launch the club’s sixth sewing cent-
er with partners at the Rudramati Rotary Club of Kathmandu. The 
project, which also provides washable menstrual kits to girls, is 
fully funded and has been approved for a grant from The Rotary 
Foundation, Rotary’s charitable arm.

While Christine was in the country, Nepal’s glacial floods struck.

 

A landscape erased

     Christine traveled to Nuwakot, a hub for recovery efforts in the 
flood-affected areas. She described acres of gray mud and rock where 
homes and shops once stood, with enormous boulders carried down-
stream now sitting in the middle of former neighborhoods.
     Many of the houses still standing are not safe. Lower floors are filled 
with mud, walls and wiring are exposed, and deep cracks run through 
foundations. Some families downstream received phone warnings be-
fore the flood hit but had only moments to react.
     “Imagine a lunar landscape,” she wrote. “Acres of gray emptiness, 
broken only by the remains of homes.”
     Home insurance is almost nonexistent in the region. Families who 
lost houses, furniture, photographs and livelihoods will not receive 
a check to rebuild. Some will spend months clearing debris by hand 
with buckets and shovels. Others are staying with relatives or living in 
tents provided by NGOs and the government.

Listening before sending

     Rather than shipping supplies based on assumptions, Rotary partners 
on the ground are asking families what they need. Deepak, a Rotarian 
working in the affected area, is meeting directly with households. So far, 
blankets, mattresses and clothing top the list.
     Deepak is also overseeing a substantial donation from a Rotary club 
in Australia, which puts him in a position to respond to what families say 
they need rather than duplicate what has already arrived. Some items, 
including school supplies and toiletries, have already come in quantity.
     “Good relief work is not simply sending things,” she wrote. “It is listen-

ing first, avoiding duplication and providing what people actually need.”

Where the sewing center project fits

     The Albuquerque club’s washable menstrual kits are proving useful in the 
recovery. Disposable products can meet an immediate need, but once those 
supplies run out, reusable kits keep working. The sewing centers themselves 
create local skills and income, the kind of lasting capacity communities need 
long after emergency aid ends.

Albuquerque Rotarian Sees Nepal’s Flood Recovery Firsthand 
While Launching Sixth Sewing Center

(Continued)
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A moment that stays

     During one visit, she sat across a kitchen table from a woman who 
could not stop crying. She had not lost a family member; she was cry-
ing from the trauma of it all. Without a shared language, she reached 
across the table with her palm up. The woman placed her hand in 
hers, and they stayed that way for a few moments.

“Compassion did not require translation.”

The long work ahead

     The flood has passed, but the 
emergency has changed shape. 
In some areas, children have re-
turned to school, bringing back 
a small piece of routine. For the 
families of Nuwakot, the long 
work of rebuilding homes and 
lives is just beginning.

                      SPONSORSHIP FORM 

The Rotary Club of West El Paso has joined forces with First Tee -     
Greater El Paso to host the First Tee Desert Classic, a premier golfing 
event for all levels of golfers. Proceeds will benefit First Tee -  Greater   
El Paso along with other community projects of the Rotary Club of West  
El Paso. Please consider one of the sponsorship packages listed below: 

 

____   Ace Level Sponsor You will receive a banner (3’ x 6’) prominently 
displayed at the tournament along with entries for 2 teams (8 
players), 2 hole signs and 1 pin flag. The total cost for this     
sponsorship is $5,000. 

____   Eagle Level Hole-in-One Sponsor (4) You will officially sponsor a 
Hole-in-One contest on a designated Par 3 during the  tourna-
ment. You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) and pin flag on the hole. 
You are promong the contest and an entry for 1 team (4 play-
ers) in the tournament . Total cost for this sponsorship is $1,500 
or $800 without a team entry. 

____   Pung Tournament Sponsor (1) You will receive a sign (24” x 
36”) on the pung green for the duraon of the tournament 
along with an entry for 1 team (4 players) in the tournament. 
The total cost for this sponsorship is $1,200 or $700 without a 
team entry. 

____   Lunch or Dinner Sponsor You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) in the 
clubhouse for the duraon of the tournament and recognion at  
the awards ceremony. The total cost for the dinner sponsor is 
$1,500.00 and the lunch sponsor is $1,000. 

____   Birdie Level Sponsor You will receive a sign (18” x 24”) on a tee 
box of  a designated hole on the golf course for the duraon of 
the tournament along with an entry for 1 team (4 players) in the 
tournament. The total cost for this sponsorship is $850. 

____   Par Level Sponsor (8) available (2) Men’s Closest to the Pin;     
(2) Women’s Closest to the Pin; (2) Men’s Longest Drive;         
(2) Women’s Longest Drive You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) on 
the designated hole for the duraon of the tournament. The 
total cost of each individual sponsorship is $500. 

____   Flag Sponsor You will receive one logo or company name on the 
pin flag of a designated green.  The total cost for this sponsor-
ship is $275. 

____   Target Level Sponsor You will receive a sign (18 ”x 24”) on a tee 
box of a designated hole on the golf course for the duraon of 
the tournament. The total cost for this sponsorship is $175. 

____   Drink Ticket Sponsor (1) You will have your company name or 
logo printed on all drink ckets given to players. The total cost 
for this sponsorship is $1,000. 

____   TEE Marker Sponsor (2) Your company name will be printed on 
(5” x 8”) signs and placed on all men’s or women’s tee markers 
totaling 36 signs. The total cost for each sponsorship is $1,000.  

____   Cart Sponsor (1) Your company will have the name and logo 
printed on signs (5” x 7”) on all player carts.  The total cost for 
this sponsorship is $1,000.  R
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  THE 16TH ANNUAL FIRST TEE DESERT CLASSIC 
The Rotary Club of West El Paso has once again joined forces 
with First Tee - Greater El Paso to host The First Tee Desert 
Classic, a premier golfing event for all levels of local golfers. 
Proceeds from this tournament will benefit  First Tee - Greater El 
Paso along with other community projects of the Rotary Club of 
West El Paso. 
 
The Rotary Club of West El Paso was established in 1962 and its 
members have been acvely involved in the El Paso community 
ever since. For 62 years, the Rotary Club of West El Paso has 
donated over $175,000 to various community projects and has 
been acvely involved in promong quality of life and youth 
iniaves throughout El Paso and Southern New Meico. 
 
First Tee - Greater El Paso is a naonal non-profit youth 
development program that teaches life skills and core values 
through the game of golf. Established in April 2008, the 
organizaon helps kids and teens discover their potenal, guides 
them in developing it and mentors them in applying it to all 
aspects of their lives.  Together they are building game changers.  
 
With your parcipaon, we can improve our community as well 
to provide our youth with a quality program to learn important 
life skills and core values through The First Tee.  
 
 
There are 3 ways you can parcipate in this event: 
1. Provide prizes 
2. Sponsorship 
3. Play 
 
 
Please send your applicaon and payment to: 
Rotary Club of West El Paso Foundaon 
P.O. Box 13164, El Paso, TX 79913-3164 
 
or more inormaon, isit or website: 
www.rseeesertclassic.com 
 
Or contact: 
 
ris lbers at risteealb@gmail.com or 915/252-6511           
Carol Lewis at carol@cbclrg.com or 915/544-5205 

Email logos for signs to carol@cbclrg.com by October 12 and 
please put in the subject line: Logo for Tournament.  

Please contact us immediately to reserve your preferred 
sponsorship. 

    GOLF TOURNAMENT PRIZE REQUEST FORM 
Please consider providing four  idencal items that can be distributed 
as prizes to our tournament parcipants or prize for our raffle or 
individual awards.  

Prize to be provided:_____________________________ 

Esmated alue per Player: $______________________ 
(Minimum value per Player: $25, unlimited maximum value) 
 

SPONSORSHIP OR PRIZE DONATIONS, PLEASE SIGN BELOW 
 

Company Name: _________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

Contact Person: _________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ____________  Date: _______________ 

est me to pick up prizes: ________________________ 

Authorized Signature: _____________________________ 

               TOURNAMENT ENTRY FORM 
Share a round of golf with friends and clients while you 
help to improve our community as well as provide our 
youth with a quality program to learn important life skills 
and core values through the First Tee. The First Tee Desert 
Classic will be co-ed and a scramble format. 
 
Each player will receive: 
• 1 Round of tournament play 
• Opportunity to win valuable prizes 
• Tournament gi and ecing ole-in-One contests 
• Light lunch & dinner provided at tournament 
 

Team Contact: __________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________  Date: _______________ 

Registraon Form 
Team Members 

 

 
Authorized Signature: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ 
 

Cost: $700 per Team, $175 per Player.  

Please return your team entry form no later than October 15, 
2026 to reserve your team.  

  Name Email address USGA 
Handicap 

1       

2       

3       

4       
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 

FIRSTTEEDESERTCLASSIC.COM 

WITH A LINK TO PAY AND REGISTER ONLINE 
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TOUCHDOWNS, TEAMWORK, AND TOYS  

LOBOS JOIN ROTARY DISTRICT 5520 
YEAR OF CHEER 

Alice Mehlberg, Year of Cheer Co-Chair, along with Evelyn and Fred Bryant, recently 
met with Brandon Hurst, Director of Marketing for UNM Football, and Jeremy Parks, 
Assistant AD for Marketing & Revenue Generation. A special thanks goes to Rotary 
member and past UNM Lobo Club President, John Perner, for helping us bring this 
exciting partnership together. 

We are thrilled to announce that the UNM Football team will join Rotary’s Year of 
Cheer by helping collect toys for children and families at UNM Children’s Hospital. 
Fans are invited to participate in toy drives during four home games this season: 

• Oct 18 – Nevada 

• Oct 25 – Utah State 

• Nov 15 – Colorado State 

• Nov 28 – San Diego State 

The Rotary Year of Cheer is a year-long initiative dedicated to bringing joy, comfort, 
and celebration to children at UNM Children’s Hospital. Partnering with the Lobos 
creates a powerful opportunity to spread cheer both on and off the field. 

In addition to game-day toy drives, we are working with UNM Children’s Hospital Child 
Life specialists to arrange visits from UNM Athletics staff and Lobo football players, 
giving children special moments of connection, encouragement, and fun. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to UNM Children’s Hospital for their incredible work 
in caring for children and supporting families. It is truly an honor for Rotary to stand 
beside them — and now alongside the UNM Lobos — in this effort. 

Together, we’re scoring big for kids!              

 

 

 

The toy shelves are nearly empty……... The children keep coming.

     A child arrives at the hospital scared.  Parents 
pray they could make everything better.  Some-
times a toy offers a moment when that child can 
smile, play, and forget where they are.

    Rotarians across District 5520 have already 
brought thousands of those moments to children 
through Year of Cheer. Thank you. But at this time 
of year, the toy shelves at UNM Children’s Hospital 
and El Paso Children’s Hospital are running low.

    Please pick up new, unwrapped toys today—and 
invite a friend to do the same.  Ask your club to 
collect gifts or find ways to give at rotarydelnorte.
org/page/ yoc/.

    “Let’s make sure the next child who needs a toy finds one waiting.”

     If your club has toys for us, we can arrange to get them to the hospital.
     Have a wonderful day,
   - Alice
    The Year of Cheer Team 

Alice and Berdel, Co-chairs

amehlberg@yahoo.com

berdel.boulanger@gmail.com

The World’s Most Unique Flag
At the rotary RI cinvention in Taiwan there were 140 countries represented with their flags. 139 coun-
tries had eitherred, white or blue in their flag except one. 
Most national flags share a familiar palette: red, white, and blue. In fact, nearly three‑quarters of the 
world’s flags use at least one of those colors. But there is one country that stands completely apart.

Which country am I talking about?
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Jamaica is the only nation whose flag contains none of those three 
colors. Instead, it flies a striking combination of black, green, and 
gold. Adopted at independence in 1962, the design carries power-
ful symbolism: 
Gold for the sunlight and natural wealth, 
Green for hope and the island’s lush landscape, 
Black for the strength and resilience of its people. 
 
Jamaica stands alone. It’s a reminder that even in a world full of 
common patterns, there’s always room for something boldly different.

https://business.rotary5520.org/businesses

Support the businesses that support District 5520 Programs

     At State Farm, our mission is to protect what matters most to 
you. Whether it’s your home, your vehicle, or your family’s fu-
ture, we strive to provide coverage tailored specifically to your 
unique needs. I take great pride in assisting families—just like 
mine—in navigating the complexities of insurance, so you can 
focus on what truly matters: creating lasting memories with your 
loved ones.
     As a dedicated State Farm agent with 16 years of experience, 
I know that family is at the core of everything we do. I’ve been 
blessed to share over 33 wonderful years of marriage and raise 
five amazing children—two biological and three adopted from 
Latvia. My family’s journey has shown me the true importance of 
safety, security, and support, values I bring to my work every day.

State Farm - Gary Armijo Agency
Gary Armijo is an insurance agent affiliated with State Farm, providing personalized 

insurance solutions to individuals and businesses

Phone Number
5053522266
Email
GARY@GARYARMIJ0.COM
Website
WWW.GARYARMIJO.COM 
Location
2116 Vista Oeste NW Ste 402
Albuquerque,NM 87120 
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     Information about the District Celebration and special rates 
will be coming out in October. District 5520 will join with 7 other 
districts to take over the cruise ship, have fellowship and sup-
port a service project in Ensenada, Mexico. We would like to 
have Rotarians, Rotaractors, Interactors and Youth Exchange 
attend.  Look for the email.   ALL ABOARD!
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     Camp Big West brought together Rotary leaders from across Zones 
26 and 27 for several days of learning, leadership, fellowship and in-
spiration. Held September 3–6 at The Wigwam in Litchfield Park, Ari-
zona, this year’s Zone Institute created an atmosphere designed to 
encourage Rotarians to connect, share ideas and strengthen their 
ability to lead Rotary into the future.
      More than a traditional conference, Camp Big West emphasized the 
importance of relationships and hands-on learning. Trailblazer ses-
sions and leadership opportunities provided participants with practi-
cal ideas they could take home and apply in their clubs and districts. 
Conversations focused on strengthening membership, improving the 

club experience, developing leaders and creating meaningful opportunities for service.
One of the highlights was the Emerging Rotary Leaders program, which brought together 55 
Rotarians from across the two zones for leadership development and networking. Participants 
had the opportunity to build relationships with Rotarians from throughout the western United 
States while learning from one another and from experienced Rotary leaders.

Jeri Thymian, Mike Hackett and Gabriela Eaton – D5520 
ERL Class

   For District 5520, Camp Big West represents an impor-
tant opportunity to bring new ideas, new connections 
and renewed energy back to our clubs. The experience 
reinforces a simple Rotary truth: strong clubs are built 
by people who are willing to learn, lead, connect and 
serve together.
The event ended with the DGE Laura Gonzales’ gradua-
tion ceremony.
RI President Larry Lunsford presented the certificates.

(Continued)
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Camp Big West reminds us that Rotary is about building relation-
ships, inspiring others and finding new ways to make a difference 
in our communities and around the world.
Please consider joining the Zone Institute in Reno Nevada next 
year, November 11-13, 2027.

D5520 made a strong showing at the conference 
graduation banquet by taking up two tables!

DG Jeff Weinrach hosted a wonderful reception 
after the ceremony!

The Rotary Zones 26 & 27 Institute (“Camp Big West”) for 
next year (2027) will be held at the Grand Sierra Resort in 

Reno, Nevada, from November 11–13, 2027
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To Highlight your 
club’s impact 

on the community!
Click here for

STORIES
Click here for

FORM

Click the Facebook logo to see all the other 
great things going on in our District!
Get a Facebook page and join in!

Get your club activities on the District Facebook page 
so we can see all that our District is doing!

HTTPS://WWW.rotary5520.org/stories
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjPvCEAIO089CiN70Jb4S_YGh4rGAB25B-lh15mQvvQLvCwQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/rotary5520
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     A Peace Pole that traveled across Rotary District 5520 has found a per-
manent home in Albuquerque’s Rotary Park, bringing a simple message to 
a place already rich in Rotary history: “May Peace Prevail on Earth.”
     Rotarians and friends gathered September 20, 2026, on the eve of the 
International Day of Peace, to dedicate the pole, which carries its message 
in English and Spanish.
     District Governor Jeff Weinrach spoke about peace as a foundation 
of Rotary’s work, connecting it with service, goodwill, and friendship. The 
ceremony offered an opportunity to bring that commitment into focus and 
consider how each person can put it into practice.
     For Immediate Past District Governor Tom Simon, the dedication also 
marked the end of a memorable journey. Simon received the pole on behalf 
of the district at the previous October’s Zone Institute in Albuquerque. Be-
fore choosing a permanent location, he and his wife, Deborah, took it along 
on their district travels. Between trips, it stood in their living room.
    Simon’s account brought warmth and humor to the ceremony, along with 
a reflection on the relationships that sustain peace. Drawing on 35 years of 
marriage, he emphasized the importance of recognizing our interconnected-
ness and nurturing it over time.
     The setting added another layer of meaning. Rotary Park’s dedication 
plaque dates to June 22, 1991, and recognizes the Rotary Club of Albu-
querque and the Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del Norte. During the ceremo-
ny, club representatives reflected on the park’s continuing role as a place for 
fellowship, picnics, and remembrance, including trees, plaques, and a bench 
honoring members.

Guest speaker Paul Ingles, co-founder and executive producer of Peace 
Talks Radio, connected the pole’s visible message with the daily work of 
peacemaking. Believing in peace and giving it a public presence matter, he 
explained; the next step is acting peacefully in our own lives.

(continued)
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Paul Ingles, the keynote speaker for the event,

Finally out of Tom’s living room!Intergalactic Peace?!? Why not?

     Drawing on years of conversations about nonviolent conflict resolution, Ingles encouraged 
listeners to begin close to home—with compassion for themselves, greater curiosity about oth-
ers, and a willingness to listen without immediately preparing a response. Those habits can 
extend outward through families, friendships, workplaces, and communities.
     The gathering concluded with a group photograph around the newly unveiled pole. Long after 
the ceremony, its message will remain for neighbors and visitors: an invitation to pause, reflect, 
and help make peace part of everyday life.
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Sometimes kindness comes in the simplest form—even a slice of pizza.

 
 

No. 47 – April 21, 2026 
Discover the latest Rotary news in 1 minute 

 

The 2027 International Convention in Barcelona 

Originally planned for Dubai, the 2027 Rotary International Convention will finally 
be held in Barcelona from June 26 to 30. 
This strategic decision was taken due to the current geopolitical context in the Gulf 
region, in order to guarantee participants a peaceful, accessible and secure event. 
This change illustrates Rotary's ability to adapt to international challenges, while 
preserving the essentials: bringing together thousands of members from around 
the world around common values of service, friendship and peace. 
Barcelona, an open, dynamic city with major infrastructure for large congresses, 
offers a particularly favorable setting to host this global event. 
The Convention remains a key moment in Rotary life: inspiring conferences, 
intercultural exchanges, discoveries of humanitarian projects and celebration of 
collective impact.  
In 2027, the Rotary community will therefore meet in Spain to continue its mission: 
to serve first and strengthen ties between peoples. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Minute is a creation From District 1700. Please send your comments or suggestions to laminute1700@gmail.com 

Click here for the 
Registration fees 

page for the 
conference

https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/~/link.aspx?_id=3FA0802D64DB40A29B80D89116303DC9&_z=z
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Celebrating Over a Decade of Fine Wines, Gourmet 
Cuisine, and Unforgettable Memories

Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Join us for the premier wine and food festival 
in the Borderplex.

The 13th Annual El Paso Wine & Food Festival with our theme of 

“A Toast to World Peace” 
promises an unforgettable experience where culinary excellence meets 

exceptional wines.

Grand Tasting Event
Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Experience the ultimate wine and food pairing at our 
signature Grand Tasting Event.

Taste over 400 wines from around the world, paired with 
exquisite bites from El Paso’s top restaurants.

Explore a symphony of flavors designed to excite, 
surprise, and satisfy every palate, creating a dining 
experience that leaves you wanting more.

Chef Showdown 
Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Watch as 12 culinary teams from the Culinary Institute by 
Southwest University compete to create 

stunning dishes paired with craft beers and premium wines.
Witness the magic of top-quality ingredients and thoughtful 

pairings come to life in this 
exciting culinary competition!

Tickets at: elpasowinefest.com
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No. 47 – September 6, 2026 
1 minute to discover an aspect of Rotary's history 

 

The pride of being a Rotarian 
 

Being a Rotarian is not simply about belonging to an organization. It is 
about choosing to be useful. 
It means looking at the world as it is, with its injustices, its fragilities, and its 
challenges, and deciding not to remain a spectator. 
I am proud to be a Rotarian because, wherever we are, we can turn an idea 
into action, an encounter into friendship, and a difficulty into hope. 
I am proud to be a Rotarian because we don't ask, “What can Rotary do for 
me?” but rather, “What can I do for others?” 
I feel this pride every time a donation saves a life, a young person finds their 
path, someone regains hope, or an action brings women and men together 
around a common cause. 
Being a Rotarian means having the opportunity to give meaning to your 
commitment. 
And above all, it means belonging to a community that doesn't just dream 
of a better world. 
We roll up our sleeves… and we take action. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Rotary Minute is a creation of District 1700. Please send any comments or suggestions to laminute1700@gmail.com 
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