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A YEae OF EPiC SCRVICE aND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Every Rotarian in District 5520 has received an email from me
over this past year and every email has included the district logo,
the Rotary International Vision Statement and the District State-
ment of Purpose.

The logo in the shape of our District evokes sunshine, moun-
tains and the Rio Grande River, which nourishes the land, sup-
porting our cities and rural communities. Like Rotary, the river and
mountains ignore the political boundaries between New Mexico

~ and West Texas and unites us as one District and one family of
Rotary.
DO MORE GOO Rotary International’s vision statement affirms that together we
see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting
change across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves. Our District 5520 empowers Rotary
clubs to turn the Rotary International vision into reality by providing the support, resources and
learning opportunities necessary for clubs to thrive, grow, and make a significant impact for good in
their communities and around the globe.

It has been my honor and privilege to work with an extraordinary leadership team in support of
Rotarians and the clubs of our District to thrive, grow and make a significant impact for good in
your communities and in the world.

| worked with our District Leadership Team recently to develop a comprehensive list of accom-
plishments in the current Rotary Year. | look forward to sharing this with you in an email in the
coming weeks. Meanwhile, here are a few of the highlights:

President Elect Learning Seminar (PELS) 2025: We utilized the Rotary Learning Center and
Zoom to learn the nuts and bolts of what it is to be President. We reserved our time in person to
work with Toastmasters in understanding how to share our story, to speak from the heart and to
share our Rotary “Why” in a 2-minute speech. The 2025-2026 President’s Class had a challenging
shared experience, which helped to galvanize them as a class. The recordings of some of them are
available here:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcUe7kq1j9UtPbwossFzMdg

The District Learning Team continued this practice at the 2026 PELS and it will become a perma-
nent part of PELS in our District.



District 5520 Business Platform: We established an online platform for Rotarian owned and
managed businesses so Rotarians can find you and do business with you. There are more
than 40 businesses listed. I'm sure we have many more Rotarian owned and managed busi-
nesses in our District so please go to

https://business.rotary5520.org/

businesses, find the green “Add Your Business” link on the bottom left to add your business.
District Conference 2026: We had 2 national speakers at our District Conference in April. Dr.
Raj Sisodia shared the concept that businesses can help save the world, especially when run
by Rotarians that have incorporated the 4-Way-Test into their business practices. His modern
take of the 4-Way-Test is called Conscious Capitalism. A recording of his presentation is here:

https://[vimeo.com/reviews/28fce090-161b-4e6f-9359-ab5f7c6ed916/videos/1192702314

We also heard from worldclass mountain climber Alan Mallory who shared his Mount Ever-
est story and challenged us to scale our personal Everest. Here’s a 4-minute summary:

https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=W89jzSucC54

Public Image & Service: We all got much better at inviting the public to join us in our
service projects and telling our Rotary story on social media, in the press, talking to our
friends and on our District website, which was redesigned this year to make our service
projects central to our message. You can see many of the stories here in case you missed
them:

https://Irotary5520.org/Stories.

In May, we answered a global call for local service for an Epic Day of
Service, bringing 18 projects to communities across New Mexico and
West Texas.

More than anything | want to thank you for the experience of lead-
ing this district as its governor. It has truly been the honor of my life. It
was especially sweet that | was able to share it with my wife Deborah,
who many of you know and even worked alongside during many years
of humanitarian work in Guatemala. | will be turning over the office to
Governor Jeff Weinrach on June 27th at his installation celebration. |
look forward to seeing many of you there.

Tom Simon, District Governor 2025-26

June is designated
Rotary Fellowships Month

to recognize the importance of international

fellowship and goodwill among Rotarians with

similar recreational and vocational interests,

el promote increased participation in fellowships,
and increase understanding of this program.
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Couild You Be Rotary District 5520°s
Next¢ District Governor?

Coventy Rotany jowmey begins with a simple decision to seuwe.
District Governor is an opportunity to inspire clubs, develop leaders, strengthen commu-
nities, and help shape the future of Rotary across New Mexico and West Texas.

As a District Governor Nominee, you will join an extraordinary network of Rotary leaders
from around the world and receive world-class training through Rotary International, Rotary
Zones and regional institutes. Few volunteer leadership opportunities provide access to such
exceptional professional and personal development.

The experience will challenge you, inspire you, change you, and create lifelong friendships
with leaders who share your commitment to service.

Consider taking the first step toward becoming the District Governor for 2029-2030. The
journey begins with a conversation. Contact District Governor Tom Simon for more informa-
tion.

Deadline for nominations is 7/31/2026.
Email: tomrsimon@gmail.com Call: (505) 670-3007
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C Some men (and women) have thousands of reasons why they eapnot do

what they want to, when all they need is one reason why they ean. ,,
Martha Graham



DISTRICT 5520'S

: LIMITED-TIME
PAUL HARRIS FELLOW MATCH!

In of paying $1000 for a Paul Harris Fellow you pay just $500!

During the recent Annual Conference in Santa Fe, the District Rotary Foundation Committee launched a
matching promotion that pairs your gift to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund-Share with an equal amount of
recognition points.

Good news: because the promotion was so popular, the Foundation Committee is extending it district wide
through June 15. This allows time for your gift to be included in your Club’s total for the current year.

How the match works (in $100 increments): If you are not yet a Paul Harris Fellow, we will match your contribu-
tion to the Rotary Foundation Annual Fund-Share with the same number of recognition points.

Example: If your contributions to date total $400 and you make a one-time donation of $300, we will transfer
300 points to your account—bringing you to Paul Harris Fellow status. If you have not previously contributed to
the Foundation, a $500 donation plus our 500 matching points earns you your Paul Harris Fellow.

How to participate:

Go to https://www.rotary.org and click Donate.

Make your one-time gift to The Rotary Foundation Annual Fund-Share (in $100 increments).

Send me a note confirming your donation amount.

I will transfer an equal amount of recognition points to your account and arrange for The Rotary Founda-
tion to send your recognition certificate and Paul Harris pin to your Club.

Don’t miss the June 15 deadline—this is a great opportunity to celebrate your commit- (T
ment to doing good in the world while reaching Paul Harris Fellow recognition sooner.

Questions? Call, text or email me at MOW
0

Dick Jones, District 5520 Foundation Chair (505) 690-4086 - rjones9755@aol.com

Vear of Cheer!!

I it Now on Facebook
Follow us on Social Media The purpose of this page is to collaborate

= : oy 14 — together, share ideas, and celebrate the good

D - - -1+ KT . - 8 5
Rotal y District 5520 Year of Cheer work of Rotarians across District 5520 as we
Supporting El Paso and UNM Children’s Hospitals support children and families in our region.
shating Ideas, and Like and share as we grow this

page and this project together!

nilies.

his page and this profect together!

District 5520



https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=rotary%20district%205520%20year%20of%20cheer

INTERACT

Service Above Self

@ Reviving Your Interact Club

A Rotary Action Guide

Gj Secure Club Advisors

Recruit 2-3 Rotarians as co-advisors {min. 1 active Rotarian
required)

Partner with a school faculty sponsor for campus access
Define clear roles: Rotarian advisor vs. school contact
Advisors attend first 3 meetings to establish credibility

{? Launch a Signature Project

Choose ane high-visibility community project for Year 1
Align project with a Rotary Area of Focus (e.g., environment,
literacy)

Set a clear launch date, budget, and success metric
Document and share results with your Rotary club

93 Rebuild Student Leadership

dentify 46 motivated student leaders immediately

Hold a leadership eledion within the first 30 days

Assign roles: President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Project Chair
Connect leaders with Rotary Youth Leadership Awards [RYLA)

E Meeting Format

Meet bi-weekly (3045 min) — consistency builds momentum
Structure: Call to order — Officer reports — Project update —
Action items

Rotate meeting facilitation among student officers

Use a shared agenda doc updated 48 hrs in advance

<7 Visibility & Outreach

Present at a Rotary club meeting within the first 60 days

Post on school and club social media after every meeting
Display a dub bulletin board in a high-traffic school area
Attend at least one District Interact event in Year 1

> Continuity Planning

Recruit underclassmen as the successor pipeline every spring

Hold a formal officer transition meeting with written handoff notes
haintain a shared digital drive with all club records and contacis
Annual review with Rotary advisor 1o reset goals for next year

oan ovly last where human rights are
respected, where the people are fed, and

it's about A
making a
ilifference!

where wdividuals and natiovs are ree!

-Meh Dalaj Lama

Rotary i ‘_f_'_‘

| helped a man elimb a mountain and found
that | too had reaehed the top 99
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Erin Connelly
Rotary District 5520
RYLA Chair
505-660-1825

econnelly.rotary@outlook.com

Thank you!

Thank you to the clubs and individuals who support RYLA as sponsors, donors, counselors, recruiters,
administrators, drivers, cheerleaders, directors, and more. District 5520 RYLA—and the opportunities it
provides our youth—would not exist without you.

We just one month until camp, we are focused on the final details to ensure a successful experience.

Boys Camp July 12-18, 2026
Girls Camp July 18-24, 2026
Come for a visit and see what RYLA is about!
Contact Chair or Directors to coordinate.

GOALS: CURRENT:
160 campers 129 campers
80 boys 53 boys
80 girls 76 girls
50 sponsoring clubs 26 clubs
160 sponsorships 121 sponsorships

Congratulations!
Directors Joe Gudenrath and Jill Cook each received Rotary District 5520 Dick Jones/Rick
Akins New Generations Award!

...for their “significant contribution to Rotary’s “5" Avenue of Service” by encouraging and
supporting youth and young adults through leadership development activities, involvement in
community and international service projects, and exchange programs that enrich and foster

world peace and cultural understanding”

Counselors
We need you or someone you know who would be a great counselor.
Please contact:
Boys Camp: Joe Gudenrath, jtgudenrath@gmail.com or

Girls Camp: Jill Cook, jillcook4910@gmail.com




Rotary .
District 1700 Minute ffictory

Thank you District 1700

No. 44 — May 16, 2026

1 minute to discover an aspect of Rotary's history

The symbolism of the Rotary wheel

The Rotary International wheel is a highly codified emblem that reflects the
identity and values of the movement.

The circle represents the universality and global presence of Rotary. It also
evokes the continuity of service and cooperation between clubs worldwide.

The 24 teeth symbolize continuous activity: a Rotarian is expected to serve
at all hours of the day and night, i.e., 24 hours a day.

The 6 spokes ensure the balance and strength of a classic mechanical wheel,
while maintaining a simple and legible aesthetic.

The keyway and hub are crucial components: they ensure that the wheel can
effectively transmit power. Rotary is not a passive organization; it takes
concrete action within society.

The color gold embodies quality, the nobility of service, and professional
ethics.

The Rotary wheel ultimately expresses movement, commitment, solidarity,
and enduring service.

Rotary

Club of West El Paso



/R 3G B0 R LIMITED-TIME PAUL HARRIS FELLOW MATCH!

Become a Paul Harris Fellow for...
10000 *500°!

Become a Paul Harris Fellow for just $500 (instead of $1,000). During the recent Annual Conference in Santa
Fe, the District Rotary Foundation Committee launched a matching promotion that pairs your gift to The Rotary
Foundation’s Annual Fund-Share with an equal amount of recognition points.

Paul Harris Fellow

Good news: because the promotion was so popular, the Foundation Committee is extending it districtwide
through June 15. This allows time for your gift to be included in your Club’s total for the current year.

How the match works (in $100 increments): If you are not yet a Paul Harris Fellow, we will match your contri-
bution to the Rotary Foundation Annual Fund-Share with the same number of recognition points.

Example: If your contributions to date total $400 and you make a one-time donation of $300, we will transfer
300 points to your account—bringing you to Paul Harris Fellow status. If you have not previously contributed to
the Foundation, a $500 donation plus our 500 matching points earns you your Paul Harris Fellow.

How to participate:
» Go to rotary.org and click Donate.
» Make your one-time gift to The Rotary Foundation Annual Fund-Share (in $100 increments).

» Send me a note confirming your donation amount.

| will transfer an equal amount of recognition points to your account and arrange for The Rotary Foundation to
send your recoghnition certificate and Paul Harris pin to your Club.

Don’t miss the June 15 deadline—this is a great opportunity to celebrate your commitment to doing good in
the world while reaching Paul Harris Fellow recognition sooner.

Questions? Call, text or email me at

Dick Jones, District 5520 Foundation Chair (505) 690-4086 - rjones9755@aol.com

We need you
to be a

counselor!
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ARTIFICIAL AGRICULTURE & "~ | CcoOFFEE
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TRAVEL AND
HOSTING

FELLOWSHIPS

Join one — or create your own!
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autlful Day to Build a Ramp!

A | |9 On a bright Friday in May, a small
: . crew from the Rotary Club of Del Sol
spent the morning building some-
thing deceptively simple: a ramp. By
the end of the day, two women who
rely on walkers could get in and out
of their home safely — something
.1 most of us never think about until a
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE

' ROTARY WHEEL

Over a wfurg«of SEFVEG& Above Self

THE BEGINNING MOTION & GROWING STRENGTH & THE OFFICIAL REFINED FOR A PEOPLE OF ACTION

The first Rotary MOVEMENT GLOBALLY INDUSTRY ADOPTION MODERN WORLD Our icenic gold
wheel was simple— Mation lines were The word The gear wheel The gear wheel A cleaner, boldar wheel continues to
resambling a added to symbolize “International” was and keyway were design was officially look was introduced represent fellowship,
wagon wheel. the dynamic nature added, reflecting introduced to adopted as the for improved leadership and
of Rotary. Rotary's expanding symbolize strength, Rotary emblem. visibility worldwide. service that moves
reach. industry and action. the world forward.
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— SERVICE ABOVE SELF. — PEOPLECrACTION Fids.

Lions Club was founded on June 7, 1917, in Chicago, lI-
linois, by Melvin Jones. Jones, a 38-year-old business
leader, invited other business clubs to an organizational
meeting to discuss improving their communities. The new
organization was called the “Association of Lions Clubs”
No known records or photos exist that indicate Paul Harris
and Melvin Jones ever met. However, they are both buried
at Mount Hope Cemetery in Chicago only meters apart.
Both great men! RIP
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Suppbrt the businesses" that support District 5520 Programs

D IA M O N D S While Diamon.ds Evermor.e is a premier provider of

engagement rings and bridal, we also carry everything

'{.;;,'} —_— “jewelry” and offer repair, appraisals and custom work.
E Our inventory is extensive so there is plenty for you to
V E RM 0 R E browse, enjoy and try on. We are here to help you make
The &Destinalien dmur(.};}f Stere every dream come true.

Rotary Member: Gail Tarson
Rotary Club: Clovis Rotary Club

575-935-7070

DiamondsEvermore@gmail.com
www.DiamondsEvermore.com
1407 N. Main St | Clovis, NM 88101

Rotary Isternational Convention,

S SRR
. 2026 Romy Convention will be $
held in Taipe, ot
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Over 5000 toys have been delivered!

Rotary Year of Cheer has now delivered over 5,000 toys and gifts to children and families
at UNM and El Paso Children’s Hospitals! Thanks to the incredible generosity of Rotarians
across District 5520, children facing difficult days are receiving moments of comfort, celebra-
tion, distraction, and joy.

We’'re excited to welcome new Year of Cheer Board Member, Isabel Quepons! Isabel will be
using her expertise in business, community outreach and relationship-building to help Rotar-
ians connect the toy drive with local businesses and corporations throughout our District.
Isabel is a member of the Rotary Club of Del Norte.

One small toy. One big smile. And now...more than 5,000 reasons to celebrate!

gV
INY1

El Paso SD CHILDREN'S

Children’s HOSPITAL

HOSPITAL

Interested in hosting a toy drive, but don’t know where to start?
Reach out to any of these District Year of Cheer Representatives:

Alice Mehlberg, Co-Chair: amehlberg@yahoo.com

Berdel Boulanger, Co-Chair: berdel.boulanger@gmail.com

Evelyn Bryant, Logistics Coordinator: bryantevelyn49@gmail.com

Fred Bryant, Jack-of-all-Trades and Master of Many: fredbryant300@gmail.com

Rachelle Ford, Social Media and Communications: rachellecford@gmail.com

Geneva Van Matre, Southern Region lead contact: ggvm62@gmail.com



To Highlight your
club’s impact
on the community!

Hello Public Image Chairs, Club Presidents and District 5520 Leaders,
I’'m excited to share that we’ve launched the District 5520 Story Bank at rotary5520.org/stories - a showcase of
the incredible work happening across our clubs in the district.

To make this valuable for everyone - we need YOUR club’s stories :)
Why submit your stories?
- Share your success District website and social media.
- Use the stories on the site to show people the huge impact Rotary has in the community
- Get community service ideas for your club.
How to submit:
Scroll to the bottom of the district homepage at rotary5520.org and click “Share a Story” or go directly to
the form below. The form takes about 10 minutes and asks for:
Project details and impact
A photo
A memorable moment or quote
Contact information FORM
What makes a good story?
The form includes:

Recent projects (last 6-12 months) -

Measurable impact (people served, funds raised, lives changed)
Community partnerships STORIES
Unique approaches to service

Every story submitted gets reviewed and published within a week. The best stories also get featured on my
LinkedIn (5K+ connections) and in district communications.
For questions, please email me. Thank you for all you do!

Meredith Eisenberg
District 5520 Public Image Chair
meredith@mereditheisenberg.com

Confused? It’s simple! | think

Put your club’s impact on the community on stories for the world to see, and
Put your club activities, like socials, new members, speakers on Facebook for Rotary to see.

I [ ) .u X 27, 2026
Rotary District 5520; V4100 e 2600 pom.

(nSta"aﬁon and }/‘f: # 758 Vista de las Sandias

_./

Celebl‘aflon '}{&ﬁﬁ.'-"'.uf?l:’hlacitas, New Mexico



HTTPS://WWW.rotary5520.org/stories
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjPvCEAIO089CiN70Jb4S_YGh4rGAB25B-lh15mQvvQLvCwQ/viewform

Folks | wanted to share the attachment with you on our Rotary
member Bill Harrison whose 104 birthday we celebrated with him yes-
terday. He is the oldest Rotarian in the USA and we think the world.
Bill may be 104, but is sharp as a tack. He has been an inspiration to
all of us for many years.

- Ray Goellner

s [ remember it: Bill Harrison reflects on a full lifeg

By Raleigh Burleigh
Field of Birds Media

James William Harrison, better known as Bill, has lived 57 of his
nearly 104 years in Grant County, New Mexico. From humble be-
ginnings, always anchored in his Christian faith, Bill worked hard
to make a difference in the world. He learned to shoot squirrels
from bank robber Pretty Boy Floyd, explored South Pacific islands
while serving in the Navy, earned a law degree, was town manager
in Seward, Alaska, at the time of a historic earthquake. Eventu-
ally, after making his way to the Southwest, he was elected Grant
County commissioner and assisted four local counties with civic
projects as director of the Southwest Council of Government. Bill
is likely the oldest living member of the Rotary Club in the U.S. and
- possibly the world.

He was born on June 22, 1922. His mother died just 16 days later from severe deep vein throm-
bosis. So Bill went with his father and sister to live on Jimmie “Grammie” Hodges Harrison’s
farm in Piedmont, Oklahoma, along with five cousins orphaned by the Spanish Flu.

He nearly didn’t graduate high school due to farm-related work responsibilities and his fam-
ily’s poverty. The superintendent of Piedmont’s single school housing all 12 grades, Harold
Collett, advocated for Bill to receive 50 cents an hour (a high price then) for attending school
via a new government program, the National Youth Administration. Harold personally ad-
vanced Bill money to afford to purchase clothing and books.

When Bill was young, Grammie and Dad bribed him with a gold Tavannes watch to abstain
from smoking and drinking. He still has that watch and case. “l saw liquor do so much damage
to people,” Bill reflected. “I had a quality life without it.”

Grammie, Bill said, was “stricter than Jesus” and “a true Oklahoma pioneer.” She was his
main hero, in addition to an uncle on his mother’s side, George Leland, who demonstrated
for Bill that a person doesn’t have to plow a field to make a living. Motivated by his uncle, Bill
hitchhiked 20 miles from the farm every morning after graduating high school to attend Black-
wood Davis Business College in Oklahoma City. Soon, however, World War Il began and there
was a draft.

Bill’s uncle had served in World War | and warned that in the Army “you live in trenches,
you’re dirty all the time, starving.” So Bill voluntarily joined the Navy. Within two weeks he was
sent to the Destroyer Base in San Diego, California.
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He skipped boot camp and immediately became a third-class yeoman, a military secretary.
This is because, in part, Bill nearly lost a hand at the age of 16 due to an accident involving
broken glass. Doctors were skeptical about reattaching it. Leaving the amputation option up to
Bill, he proclaimed, “As long as | can have a hand, even if | can’t use it, | want the hand!” Sure
enough, within a few years, not only was the hand functional, Bill “could type like crazy with
it” and even won a school record for shorthand in typing at the business college.

He served aboard the USS Kaskaskia, an oil tanker named after a tributary of the Mississippi
River. It was a commercial ship acquired and converted by the military that got stranded when
its fleet entered the Battle of the Coral Sea. Having collided with the SS York Town during a
refuel on their zig-zagging approach, the large hose connecting the ships came loose, spilling
crude oil directly into the ocean. The stray hose hit a propeller underwater and the ship was
stranded, watching the others dip over the horizon.

“The whole Pacific was a battle area,” Bill recalled. “They [the Japanese] had submarines
everywhere.” By afternoon, someone in a diving suit managed to cut the hose out of the pro-
peller to get the ship moving again. “Being on that tanker, they could have blown us up with a
BB gun.”

Bill survived the Navy admirably, exploring the islands they docked at, studying each in ad-
vance from an encyclopedia on the ship. He once typed a letter addressed to the White House
from the president’s son, Elliott Roosevelt, without realizing who he was. As a second-class
yeoman, he interviewed survivors of the
Battle of Midway. “After | got out of the 'ﬂ]‘t@l‘ l QOt out O]c tl?@ NaUy, ]

Navy, | never got on another ship,” he
said. D e
On his 25th birthday, Bill married DGUGF ?Ot OD aDOtber 8171P,
Marjorie Eads, a violinist he met while
attending a Southwest University officer training program in Georgetown, Texas. “That’s the
smartest thing | ever did,” Bill said of marrying Marjorie.

Bill bought a duplex in Oklahoma City and proceeded to work as a bookkeeper by day while
studying law at a night school. He got his degree and “like an idiot | opened a law firm and
went broke.” He said, “It’s difficult to get the truth out of your client” as an attorney. “They tell
you the good part; they don’t tell you the bad part.”

Despite the setback, Bill went on to serve as city manager for several years in Seward,
Alaska, coinciding with the Good Friday Earthquake in 1964. At 9.2 magnitude, this is the most
powerful earthquake ever recorded in U.S. history. In the wake of that earthquake, city coun-
cilors turned management of Seward over to the Army Corp of Engineers, telling Bill, “You
don’t have a job.”

Fortunately for Silver City, a few years later, news reached Bill that this southwest mining
town was in search of a manager. For a time, shortly after making the move, Bill and Marjorie
owned the Murray Hotel. Eventually, Bill became executive director of the Southwest Council
of Government, helping secure funding for projects in Catron, Grant, Hidalgo and Luna coun-
ties. His favorite part? The people. “They don’t fuss, they get along, they work together.”

In 2022, honoring his 100th birthday, Silver City proclaimed June 23 as “James William
(Bill) Harrison Day.” The Silver City Daily Press published an article, available online, com-
memorating the milestone and detailing several of Bill’s stories.

Turning 104 this month, Bill now resides at the Fort Bayard Medical Center. He is the proud
father of two daughters and a son, four grandchildren and several great grandchildren. Bill
looks forward to seeing his wife of 69 years again in Heaven, and meeting his mother.

“I'm ready to go,” Bill said. “I’m not leading the band, but I’'m not dragging my feet.”
“l think he’s amazing, living to be 104,” said eldest daughter Elaine Snyder. “He taught us
good things.”
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Club of West El Paso

. JULYHPARADE.CO
| ParaDey

HONORING OUR PAST
BUILPING OUR FUTURE
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