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DISTRICT  GOVERNOR   Jeffrey (Jeff) Weinrach       August 2026     NO. 2

Rotary
District 5520

Collaborations and Partnerships – a bit different and both important!

       One focus for me as District Governor under the RI Presidential message of “Create 
Lasting Impact” has been to promote and participate in effective collaborations and 
partnerships, including between Rotary Clubs, between Rotary Districts, and between a 
Rotary Club and another organization in the community.  Both collaborations and part-
nerships can be extremely helpful in accomplishing our goals, and they often involve 
leveraging complementary skills and missions to accomplish a shared desired outcome.
While they are similar to each other, collaborations are often project- or opportunity-

specific and may not be long-lasting.  Partnerships tend to be for multiple projects and opportunities, and they 
are often very strategic in nature.  
       As we’re thinking about how we are going to improve our Clubs and our District, whether it’s growing 
membership, increasing our local service projects to better serve our community, increasing our public image, 
increasing our involvement in youth programs, increasing our donations to the Rotary Foundation, or any other 
laudable goal, these collaborations and partnerships can be key to our success.
      Take, as an example, the International Project Fair coming up in August.  District 4110 in Chihuahua, Mexico; 
District 5470 in Southern Colorado; and our District are partnering to put on this annual event to develop col-
laborations and partnerships for Clubs in each District.   Over the years, these events have fostered successful 
relationships, some of which that have been in place for many years.
     We are excited to be part of the International Project Fair, and we hope that you and your Club will consider 
participating, whether your Club has been involved in previous Fairs or is totally new to this event.  
Effective collaborations and partnerships are things to treasure.  They don’t come about often.  And these rela-
tionships can be absolutely critical to success for both our Clubs and our District.
     For more information about the International Project Fair and to register for the event, please check out the 
link below or on our District website home page.

https://rotary5520.org/event/international-project-fair/

Thank you all VERY much!
 Yours in Rotary Service,

Jeff Weinrach
2026-27 District 5520 Governor 
Jweinrach5520@nmia.com          1-505-400-1403

https://rotary5520.org/
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Join Rotarians from Districts 4110, 5470, and 5520 for the 
2026 International Project Fair in Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico!

August 21-22, 2026
This unique event brings together Rotarians, community leaders, and project 
champions to explore Global Grants, hands-on service projects, and interna-
tional partnerships that create lasting impact around the world.
Whether you're looking to support a project, find international partners, share 
a successful initiative, or discover new opportunities for service, the Interna-
tional Project Fair is where connections become action.
Collaborate. Share. Inspire. Create Lasting Impact.
More information, registration details, transportation logistics, and project 
presentation opportunities will be announced soon.

Will you and your loving pet help END POLIO FOREVER?
In cooperation with the Polio Plus Society and 

Rotary Zones 26 and 27

Join the Kennel Klub and give the equivalent of at least $10 in treats every month.  You and 
your pet can be a part of Rotary’s polio eradicating effort, END POLIO NOW.

More info can be found on the Kennel Klub webpage
https://www.rotaryppskennelklub.org/join
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     The 2026 Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan, brought together approximately 
37,000–38,000 Rotary members and guests from more than 120 countries, creating a vibrant cel-
ebration of service, friendship, and global collaboration. Around 20,000 registered Rotarians from 
Taiwan attended. The Taiwanese Rotarian volunteers filled metro stations and venues to make 
sure attendees could easily find what they needed.
     District 5520 attendees were Chinda Lucoski, Warrren and Susan Goodell, Mario diGesu, , Erin 
Connelly, Peg Crim, Michelle Brideaux, Gabriella Eaton, Laura and Rey Gonzales, Ofelia Mletzko 
and from District 4110, Jose Luis Carbajal
     Held from June 13–17, the convention showcased Rotary’s international reach and reinforced 
the organization’s commitment to making a positive impact around the world. The Rotary Youth 
Exchange pre-convention was held on Saturday 13th.  It was a 
fabulous event where the Rotarians, current exchange students 
and members of the ROTEX family came together to learn more 
about with the afternoon presentations and workshops on how 
to measure and build peace in RYE.  
     The House of Friendship, which showcased global fellow-
ship, was also open on the 13th. It had a historic Taipei village 
where you could join a tea ceremony, learn Chinese calligraphy, 
indigenous traditions and participate in other experiences. You 
cannot help but run into members from District 5520 as well as 
make friends around the world. It is also a great place to learn 
about Rotary Action Groups and Rotary Fellowships. Rey and 
I took a tour with the Rotary Internation Travel and Hosting 
Fellowship afterwards. We found out they are planning tours in 
Egypt and Moracco House of Friendship with the 2027 Conven-
tion in Barcelona, Spain.

 Even the volunteers taking your photo chat with you and become good friends.
  
     The convention also celebrated Taiwanese culture through colorful performances, including 

traditional drumming, dance, acrobatics, and musical 
presentations. Taipei’s hospitality and modern facilities 
provided an ideal setting for fostering international fel-
lowship and inspiring future service initiatives.
   The performers were so gracious that when I went to 
take a photo, they ushered my husband Rey and I to 
get in the photo with them.



4

 
     A major highlight was an inspiring address by 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai. Speak-
ing about girls’ education and equality, she encour-
aged Rotary members to continue supporting edu-
cational opportunities for young women worldwide. 
Her message emphasized the power of collective 
action and leadership in creating lasting change.

     Throughout the convention, attendees partici-
pated in educational ses-
sions, explored humanitar-
ian projects, and connected with fellow Rotarians 
from across the globe. Rotary International Presi-
dent Francesco Arezzo’s theme, “Uniting for Good,” 
resonated throughout the event, underscoring how 
friendship, trust, and collaboration can lead to mean-
ingful service. Speaking of President Francesco, you never know who 
you might end up sharing an elevator with on your way to the Zone 26-27 
breakfast…

This is my DGN class at the Zone breakfast:

 
Our 5520 District had a lovely dinner at The Brass Mon-
key one evening. 

     As the convention concluded, participants left with renewed motivation to address challenges 
in their communities and around the world. The event served as a powerful reminder that Rotary’s 
greatest strength lies in people coming together to create positive and lasting change.   It provided 
a powerful understanding of the impact of Rotary in the world and our place in creating that posi-
tive impact.
     I highly encourage every Rotarian to consider going to Barcelona 
next year at the end of June. You can expect a wonderful experience 
with Rotarians from all around the world sharing goals and fellowship. 
Once registration opens in September, we will send out a note to let 
you know how to register.
Yours in Rotary,
DGE Laura Gonzales

Ofelia represented D5520  
at The End Polio Now race 
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The purpose of this page is to collaborate 
together, share ideas, and celebrate the good 
work of Rotarians across District 5520 as we 
support children and families in our region.  
Like and share as we grow this 
page and this project together!

     Brent joined Rotary International via the Moriarty Rotary 
Club as a member in 1991 representing the vocation of Data 
Management for Sandia National Laboratories. Brent’s long-
est serving committee is the Board of Officers followed by 
Club Secretary for greater than 30 years from 1993-1998 and 
2001-present. Moriarty Club President in 1998-1999. Brent is a 
Christian first of greater than 70 years, an employed worker for 
greater than 60 years, a married spouse coming up on 50 years, 
with a National Laboratory career of 40 years and served for 7 
years in the United States Air Force. Brent received his MBA-
MIS Master of Business Administration with a Management 
Information Systems concentration degree from the College of 
Santa Fe at Albuquerque.
     Brent’s Rotary Designations are Bequest Society, District 

Officer, Past President, Paul Harris Fellow, PHF+1-9, Sustaining Member, and Every Rotarian 
Every Year.  
     As the District 5520 Executive Secretary, Brent maintains the vital role of smooth opera-
tions as the central point of contact for the Rotary International and District related matters 
of contacts, integration and issues, supports the District Governor, webpages, publishing 
events, administration, information, email communication, membership, secretaries learning, 
ClubRunner (NOVA) database support and maintenance, access rights, sign-on issues, an-
swering phone calls and receiving physical mail.
     Brent has two daughters and twin grandsons. He enjoys home life, vacation travel, and 
maintaining his home site acreage just beyond the City of Moriarty.

Brent Bateman
Our New District 5520 Executive Secretary

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=rotary%20district%205520%20year%20of%20cheer
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TOUCHDOWNS, TEAMWORK, AND TOYS  

LOBOS JOIN ROTARY DISTRICT 5520 
YEAR OF CHEER 

Alice Mehlberg, Year of Cheer Co-Chair, along with Evelyn and Fred Bryant, recently 
met with Brandon Hurst, Director of Marketing for UNM Football, and Jeremy Parks, 
Assistant AD for Marketing & Revenue Generation. A special thanks goes to Rotary 
member and past UNM Lobo Club President, John Perner, for helping us bring this 
exciting partnership together. 

We are thrilled to announce that the UNM Football team will join Rotary’s Year of 
Cheer by helping collect toys for children and families at UNM Children’s Hospital. 
Fans are invited to participate in toy drives during four home games this season: 

• Oct 18 – Nevada 

• Oct 25 – Utah State 

• Nov 15 – Colorado State 

• Nov 28 – San Diego State 

The Rotary Year of Cheer is a year-long initiative dedicated to bringing joy, comfort, 
and celebration to children at UNM Children’s Hospital. Partnering with the Lobos 
creates a powerful opportunity to spread cheer both on and off the field. 

In addition to game-day toy drives, we are working with UNM Children’s Hospital Child 
Life specialists to arrange visits from UNM Athletics staff and Lobo football players, 
giving children special moments of connection, encouragement, and fun. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to UNM Children’s Hospital for their incredible work 
in caring for children and supporting families. It is truly an honor for Rotary to stand 
beside them — and now alongside the UNM Lobos — in this effort. 

Together, we’re scoring big for kids!              

 

 

 

     Across New Mexico and West Texas, children are getting 
ready for a new school year. New backpacks. Fresh crayons. 
Sharpened pencils. Maybe even a brand-new lunch box.
Then a simple thought crossed our minds...

What about the children who will spend the first day of school 
in a hospital?

     Perhaps they would enjoy opening a new backpack, too. 
Or a fresh box of crayons. Not because they need school sup-
plies, but because they are still children.
	 Still dreaming   Still growing   Still part of the wonderful 
world of childhood

Elijah, UNMH Children’s Hospital 
employee picking up toy donations.

30 toys, books and 
puzzles delivered from 
our YOC Ambassador, 
Alex Ogunsanya, Albu-
querque Metro Club.

48 toys donated from the gener-
ous members of Highpoint Sports 
and Wellness. , 4300 Landau NE
Maureen and Dave Anderson are 
members there. Maureen asked 
the manager, George, if we could 
place a box there

Sometimes the small-
est things remind a child 
they’re still part of all the 

excitement waiting just be-
yond their hospital room.

YEAR OF CHEER
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Ximena Murillo (left) organized 
and led this great project!

To read all about this amazing 
project...

     With support from District 5520, the Hobbs, 
Lovington, and Taos Clubs sponsored a 
global grant to establish water in two rural Bolivian
villages. These villages had not previously 
enjoyed access to clean, safe water. The project 
has transformed the lives of the villagers making 
their health, culture, and sustainability more se-
cure. 
     With leadership from Peace Fellow Ximena 
Murillo, local Rotarians engaged several other Ro-
tary Peace Fellows in designing and implementing 
the project. 
     Contemporaneously, the Peace Fellows con-
ducted Peace building workshops in different 
parts of the country. In Bolivia’s rural Altiplano, 

conversations about water were inevitably central to peaceful communities. In April 2026, the 
Peace Fellows traveled to Bolivia as part of a delegation from United4Change Center, working 
alongside Rotarians to lead activities focused on peacebuilding, leadership, and community 
empowerment. Through-out the trip, they witnessed firsthand how collaboration and shared 
purpose came to life through the global Rotary Peace Fellowship network.

Community workshop in 
Corocoro, Bolivia

     
 

 

https://rotaryserviceblog.org/2026/07/13/rotary-peace-fellows-build-bridges-for-peace-in-bolivia/
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Erin Connelly
Rotary District 5520

RYLA Chair
505-660-1825

econnelly.rotary@outlook.com

     Just wrapped up the annual Rotary District 5520 Youth Leadership Camp (RYLA). It was a 
great week of speakers, activities, adventures, challenges, awesome facilitators and a bunch 
of future leaders. If you want to join us next year as a facilitator or know a soon to be junior in 
high school who could benefit from RYLA, let me know. A special thanks to the Rotarians who 
make this a free opportunity for the participants. It’s a wise investment in our future.

Boys’ Camp - July 12-18, 2026

For many more Boys’ Camp Photos go to:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/HBCT4wCpfM3y27VC9

For many more Girls’ Camp Photos go to:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xrQzf7pgw30Um9EclStb_lQHyWHKBF62
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Girls’ Camp - July 18-24, 2026

     A Special Thank You as two weeks of RYLA 2026 comes to an end, we want to extend our deep-
est gratitude to everyone who helped make this unforgettable week possible. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers, staff members, speakers, sponsors, and supporters who dedicated their time, effort, and 
resources to creating an experience filled with growth, leadership, and connection. A special thank you 
goes to the Manzano Mountain Retreat team for providing a safe and memorable environment, includ-
ing the zip line experience that encouraged campers to step outside their comfort zones and build con-
fidence. Every person who helped plan, organize, and support the activities played an important role in 
making this week a success.       
                            				    - Jill Cook, RYLA Camp Director   
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C E L E B R A T I N G  G R O W T H ,  F R I E N D S H I P ,  A N D  L E A D E R S H I P

RYLA 2026: A WEEK OF
LEADERSHIP

Issue No. 32 24 July 2026

ONE WEEK. COUNTLESS MEMORIES.  ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES.

ONE WEEK. COUNTLESS MEMORIES.  ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES.

Class of 2026

THE JOURNEY DOESN’T END HERE

As another unforgettable week at RYLA comes to a close,

we celebrate the growth, friendships, and leadership

demonstrated by every camper. Throughout the week,

each cabin embraced new challenges with enthusiasm,

determination, and a willingness to step outside their

comfort zones. Through leadership workshops, team-

building activities, and every event in between, campers

strengthened their communication, collaboration, and

confidence while learning what it truly means to lead by

example.

The week was filled with experiences that challenged

every camper in different ways. The Reality Fair

introduced real-world financial decision-making, while

the Outdoor Olympics tested perseverance, teamwork,

and sportsmanship through a variety of friendly

competitions. The synchronized swimming challenge

encouraged creativity, coordination, and

communication, and the volleyball tournaments allowed

cabins to build trust while cheering one another on.

Every activity reinforced that leadership is about

working together, supporting others, and giving your

best effort.

As the week came to a close, the Talent Show gave every

cabin the opportunity to showcase its creativity,

confidence, and teamwork. Each performance reflected

the dedication and collaboration that had grown

throughout the week. Prima captured first place with

their entertaining Wizard of Oz spinoff, leaving the

audience laughing and applauding their originality and

teamwork. While awards recognized outstanding

performances, every cabin contributed to making the

evening a memorable celebration of talent and

friendship.

Although camp has ended, the lessons learned at RYLA

will continue far beyond this week. Every camper leaves

with stronger leadership skills, meaningful friendships,

and memories that will last a lifetime. The confidence to

communicate, the courage to lead, and the willingness to

serve others are qualities these young leaders will carry

into their schools, families, and communities. RYLA may

be over, but the journey of leadership is only just

beginning.

A Final Note from Jill

What a week! It has truly been a pleasure spending this

time with each of you and watching you learn, grow,

laugh, and lead.

As you head into your senior year, take what you

learned at RYLA with you—and think about another

young woman who would benefit from this experience.

Recommend her for RYLA next year and help pass it

on.

Have an amazing senior year. Keep leading, keep

growing, and know that I’ll be cheering you on!

— Jill Cook, RYLA Camp Director

A Special Thank You

As RYLA 2026 comes to an end, we want to extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who helped make this

unforgettable week possible. Thank you to all of the volunteers, staff members, speakers, sponsors, and

supporters who dedicated their time, effort, and resources to creating an experience filled with growth,

leadership, and connection. A special thank you goes to the Manzano Mountain Retreat team for providing a

safe and memorable environment, including the zip line experience that encouraged campers to step outside

their comfort zones and build confidence. Every person who helped plan, organize, and support the activities

played an important role in making this week a success.

Most importantly, thank you to all of the RYLA leaders for your enthusiasm, participation, and willingness to

take on every challenge throughout the week. Your creativity, teamwork, and commitment to learning what it

means to be a leader made this experience truly special. From every activity to every moment of

encouragement, your energy and dedication brought the camp to life. We are grateful to everyone who

contributed to making RYLA 2026 a week filled with unforgettable memories, valuable lessons, and lifelong

connections.
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THE    JOURNAL 
 

Hello Campers! Yesterday marked the beginning of RYLA, Hope you have a great time and here’s the news! 

Speaker 
 
Former astronaut Mike Mulane opened RYLA 2026 with 

vigor only describable as tenacious. Through a series of 
anecdotes, Mulane showed campers not only the realities of 
working for NASA as an astronaut, but the universal truth in not 
giving up and pursuing lofty goals. Mulane—a native New 
Mexican –first declared his profession in his sophomore year of 
high school and never looked back. Though he, as anyone, faced 
setbacks-- a rejection from the Air Force Academy forced Mulane 
to, at the time seemingly part ways with his otherworldly goals—
Mulane never let go of his passion. Mike went on to attend West 
Point, and it was there he accredits a turning point in his life: a 
shift in perspective, allowing him to realize his own capabilities. 
And, so, with some self-belief and a little tenacity, Mulane 
became an astronaut. As substantiated by the many questions 
asked at the end of the presentation, campers found Mulane to be 
profound. His each word resonated in some way with everyone, 
and by the end, it was hard not to feel inspired.  
 

Sports 
Good morning campers, after an exciting day of kickball on what you can call a “field”, today 

we have activities that need team work with even more communication then yesterday. Kickball was 
a fun and known sport that everyone overall learned and gained knowledge. What was seen is that 
players on the team after every game would communicate more and work as a team while finding 
out everyone’s best position on the field. With the eroded but stable field, everyone was thrown 
outside of their comfort zone, but with the support and dedication of their team, some soon found 
victory! 

 On today’s agenda we’re presented with “low ropes” and “water polo”. Our low ropes are a 
entry to conquering fears while having the cheers of peers from camp. This activity is to overthrow 
the mental block that danger is presented, and become mentally stronger. Up next would be a sport 
we all don’t understand, water polo! The spin on this physical activity is to be challenged by not 
being able to use full strength movement and overall relying to pass the ball to teammates. That 
concludes yesterdays and todays amazing activities, stay hydrated and compete boys. 
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Hello Campers!  

BREAKING NEWS! BEARS GONE CAMPING! 
 Around 8:20pm the campers were walking back to their cabins after hearing our guest Dave Valaro. When all of 

a sudden cabin “Prima” stopped and warned the campers that there was a bear under their cabin. All campers were to 
report safely to the dining hall. Everyone was safe and they were able to scare the bear away. Friendly reminder campers, 
make sure to throw the trash away in the trash cans! Stay safe campers and let’s have a good day!  (Diego Varela) 

Speakers 
Mychelle Andrews 

After having a bear sighting yesterday, we can all thank Mychelle 
Andrews for giving us that bravery and leadership skills too act appropriate. The 
speaker Mychelle Andrews educated all campers on how to communicate 
effectively with confidence. We were taught skills to better our chances of 
success, such as hand signals or communicating before words. A message that 
caught all of our eyes would be the “build your hamburger”, with sections on 
how to give a proper speech. Thank you to all of the speakers who come and 
educate of campers! (Tomas Natividad) 

Dave Valaro 
Yesterday RYLA gained one of our most impactful speakers, former 

firefighter Dave Valaro. Dave’s presentation focused on us and how we navigate life, 
with his main point being to stay true to our self and to not let the world change us. 
Dave used his years of firefighting experience as both an example of his teaching as 
well as a metaphor for protecting our hearts. The advice we received from this 
presentation will be important to remember for the rest of camp and the rest of life. 
Towards the end of his speech he included Kip Hall, a firefighter who pushed through 
cancer to be there and support his team, and to have his team support him. Kip was an 
important example for Dave and both will be remembered by those attending camp 
this year.  (Chase Rose) 

Low Ropes 
One of yesterday’s sporting activities included Low 

ropes. The low ropes was a unique experience to say the least, 
with a lot of fun, different challenges to cycle through. These 
challenges required heavy teamwork and communication, 
mixed with planning, balance, and trust. One of the highlights 
of the low ropes was the trust fall. The trust fall was by far the 

RYLA Boys Camp                                                                                                                        July 14th 2026 
THE    JOURNAL 

 

Hello Campers! We have made it to the middle of the week; keep on doing amazing and being leaders! 

Bear Updates 
 Good morning campers, today is Wednesday which marks halfway through this week.  As we all 

know, there was a bear sighting just shy of our camps. We’ve gained good news that the bear has be captured 
in a “New Mexico game fish trap” and relocated elsewhere. (Tomas Natividad) 

Speakers 
Rob Noyce Smith 
  Tuesday’s speaker Rob Noyce Smith captured his listeners with a series 
of engaging and progressing tasks. Campers were forced to identify the 
characteristics of their personalities through scales of dominance and formality. 
Campers mapped the intersection of both scales—each a respective axis on a 
graph. This plane was split into four quadrants: driving, promoting, analyzing, 
and supporting. Campers then divided into the quadrant most expressive of 
them. After identifying their strengths and weaknesses, each quadrant 
attempted to sell a cruise to their diagonal neighbors, and most was successful. 
Herein, Smith revealed the power in introspection, as the weaknesses of one are 
often the strengths of another. (Linden Groves) 

 

High Ropes 
 Yesterday’s high ropes were a highly anticipated activity among RYLA 

campers, and it did not disappoint! It included two main sections, including the 
obstacle course-zip line, and the bar jump.  These both included teamwork to be 
able to coordinate with each other to safely make it across, and have fun. This was 
also present in the obstacle course, even though it was a one person at time activity, 
because it needed spotters, people to pick up the slack, and for people to help with 
the ladder on the zip line. This activity was fantastic, because even the people who 
weren’t feeling the ropes, and didn’t get on were, able to have a load of fun by 
cheering there cabin mates on, and encouraging them to keep going. (Kenny) 
 

Views From Inside the Cabin 
Jonathon 
  We’ve all been working with our cabin through the week but have you seen much of the other cabins? 
Today were going over some of our most fun cabins. Cabin Jonathan is an incredibly diverse cabin featuring 
people from around Texas, New Mexico and even our resident New Yorker. Our cabin hasn’t excelled at 
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BREAKING NEWS! Marble Shoot results in! 
Good morning campers, this just in the marble shoot results have gone live! The marble toss was an 

intricate team competition, where all the cabins split up into different roles to create, pitch, and shoot as well 
as they could together. Campers competed in a challenge to 
build a mechanism to be able to launch the ball as far as they 
could. The three challenges they were judged on were Design, 
Presentation, and Distance. For their design wining first place 
was Ida Red, in second place Prima, and in third place Jonathan. 
The next category was presentation; campers had to give a 
presentation on their mechanism. In first place Prima, taking 
second place was Rome, and then in third place Spartan. The 
final challenge was to then shoot the contraption and see how far 
it goes. In first place in third place Rome, in second place Prima, 
and finally winning the distance category in first place Ida Red. 
Thank you to all the campers who participated and stay tuned for more challenges. (Nickolas Starkovich & 
Kenny Laibinis) 

Speaker 
Judge Strathman 
          Yesterday we had the honor of Judge Strathman speak to the campers about safety, family court, and the 

law. 
Judge Strathmens first objective was to educate us on how to have control in 

our lives. Whether it was how to 
Have good usage of our phones, as well as knowing what is right and what 

is wrong.  Judge Strathman also 
talked to us about the opportunities we have,  giving us advice to never give 

up especially in college, even if 
We have to take the same course 5 times.  She also advised us on how we 

have controlled in our own lives and 
To live at our fullest.  And remember campers, “Always be respectful to a 

police officer!”-Judge Strathman  
(Diego Varela)   
 

Frisbee Football 
 The third sport of the week had gotten most campers out of their comfort zones, a sport where most aren’t 
used to. We move back to the arid, weedy fields to play Frisbee Football. When most campers hear “Football,” 
they think of the sport that they are familiar with, with the intent to have an advantage. However, throwing a 
Frisbee instead of an actual Football is very different, presenting a challenge that campers had to work around 
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BREAKING NEWS! Skit results are IN! 
 Yesterday all cabins participated in a competition to see who could come up with the best group skit and here are 
the results. Earning points are in sixth place Ida Red, in Fifth place Rome, in fourth place Prima, in third place McIntosh, 
Taking home second Spartan, and earning first place taking home the win is Jonathon! (Nickolas Starkovich) 

Speaker 
Randy Rich 
For Thursday’s speaker we had the honor of Randy Rich speak to us and give us 
advice. Randy was a NFL Football player for the Broncos, UNM Lobos, Raiders, 
Detroit Lions, and more. He was very successful in his football career; he got to 
play in the super bowl as well as getting to play with other famous football 
players we all know.  Randy’s speech was very inspirational to campers! He 
gave us advice on how it is okay to dream big. Randy also mentioned that we 
shouldn’t be defined of what people think of us. Remember campers “BE A 
DREAMER!” (Randy Rich) –Diego Varela  
I also want to wish a Happy Birthday to Gonzalo from the Prima Cabin! 

Dodge Ball 
 The first indoor sport of RYLA was dodgeball. Each team lined opposing walls 
and charged, meeting each other and the balls at half court. The logistics of these 
games were especially challenging. In the case one team had fewer players than 
their opponents; the full-strengthers had to sit the difference. The balls used 
were unlike anyone had seen before, and the largest proved especially hard to 
throw. These challenges forced players to rely on unconventional strategies; in 
crunch time, catching was revealed as superior to hitting when getting out 
stragglers. After an inconsequential first round, teams were organized into a 
second—this time single elimination. Ida Red emerged victorious, winning their 
third sport in five days. 

Views From Inside the Cabin 
Rome 
  Rome’s cabin is a small comfortable cabin with only five campers. Our experience with camp thus far 
has been really great, we’ve had our high highs, and low lows. Each and every one of us have been working as 
hard as we can to make our skits, posters, speeches as well as we could and trying to have as much fun as we 
could at the same time. We’ve learned that we all have our own strengths to contribute to the group to help us 
throughout the time we’ve been here. And importantly, throughout the time here, I’ve seen how we’ve grown 
as people and have become closer. 
 
Spartan 

Throughout camp, the Spartan cabin has shown incredible growth and resilience. In competition they 
started lower in the rankings, but with determination, teamwork, and a willingness to support one another, we 
worked our way up and within the day we changed our mindsets we earned 2nd place. Although we faced 
setbacks and moments of adversity, we never let them define us. Instead, we learned to communicate better, 
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July 18, 2026 The Daily

Breakfast: Pancakes, Sausage 

Dinner: Spaghetti & Meatballs 

Lunch: Chicken nuggets, Mac & Cheese

7-19 Menu

CAMP IN SESSION 

Feature Story What is RYLA?
RYLA: Rotary-Youth-Leadership-Awards
It gives incoming seniors an opportunity to grow their
leadership skills and extend their connections, which is
definitely going to be accomplished this week.

“During RYLA I felt nervous today, even
coming here made me feel a bit anxious
because I am always at home. All though
today was the first day, I met some other
campers too. I thought I was gonna be a
bit shy but I ended up being  confident and
outgoing. Especially because I made some
new friends here today. Going out of  my
way to talk to different people that are
also from somewhere else felt nice. This is
my first day and I hope this week gets even
better.” - Dianne Soria

“Coming into the camp I felt like a little kid getting
dropped off  at school. But RYLA is much better. I
made friends that I bonded with in a heartbeat. It was
a great first day.” -Nicole Meza

First Day Experience
Highlights 

Why Not Me? 
On Saturday afternoon, the girls from RYLA District 5520
gathered in the gymnasium to hear Jacquelyn Nicholas’s
story.  Sharing her senior setback helped reshape focus on a
positive mindset for us leaders and motivating us in wherever
our path leads. The girls also participated in sharing their
 “Why Not Me?”  story as we cheered them on (Nicole Meza).

“I was originally super nervous and didn’t know what
to expect coming into camp, but as soon as I sat down
and met all of  my cabin buddies, I felt so welcomed
and excited to spend my week with them. Each of  the
activities and meetings held at RYLA is another
opportunity to make more friends. I’m so excited to
see what the rest of  the week holds.” -Janaye Foote Animal of  the Day!

ANIMAL OF THE
DAY!

DAY 2 IN THE BOOKS

IN EACH OTHER 

JULY 20, 2026

The girls took turns doing different exercises on the low
ropes. A human tangle exercise to exemplify
communication and problem solving. A log maneuver
activity where the girls had to shuffle along a log without
falling off with the help of their cabin mates. A blindfolded-
game with one girl blindfolded while the other guided with
her voice to make her way to the end. These activities
strengthen our communication, trust, and teamwork while
encouraging us to support one another. They also
challenged us to think critically and work together to
overcome obstacles. By the end of the session, we had
built stronger connections and gained confidence in our
ability to lead and collaborate.

Counselor Jill gave a brief overview of the criteria for the service projects
we have started working on. It should follow Rotary’s four way test to make
it ethical. We also need to make sure the project surrounds one of the
seven areas of focus. 

Cassandra Morrison- Situational
Awareness 

LOW ROPES

THE DAILY

Confidence and trustConfidence and trust

Cassandra Morrison led a Situational Awareness session
about personal safety and making smart decisions. She
emphasized that “no means no,” encouraging us to trust
our intuition, and explaining how body language, actions,
and the way people communicate can reveal their true
intentions. She also discussed staying safe online by being
careful about what we share on social media. Her main
message, “If you see something, say something,” reminded
us to speak up when we notice unsafe or concerning
behavior.

SERVICE PROJECTS

FACING OUR FEARS

THE RISE OF A NEW DAYHIGH ROPES

Today, every camper took a leap of faith and challenged themselves to try something new. Read today’s issue to see
what they accomplished!

Today’s main activity was the high ropes course. Many of us were nervous to
participate, but we conquered our fears. Each girl learned to trust herself
without overthinking. The high ropes course featured two main sections. This
first challenge, called the Power Pull, required partners to jump from one
platform together, encouraging communication, trust and strategic thinking.
Climbing the pole was one of the most challenging parts because it shook as we
climbed. The second challenge, called the Zip Line, included walking across a
log, balancing on rope cables, and ending with a zip line ride. Most girls found
the rope cables to be the most difficult because they had to maintain their
balance and stay calm. Overall, everyone motivated and encouraged one
another, helping each camper overcome her fear of heights.

THE DAILY JULY 21, 2026

THE DALY NEWS

Campers have the opportunity to wake
up early and choose to walk and run
while enjoying a beautiful sunrise.
(This photo was taken by one of the
campers.)

Breakfast - Breakfast burritos,
cereal, fruit
Lunch- Tacos, fresh fruit
Dinner- Fried chicken, mash
potatoes, gravy, dinner rolls, and
cake

ANIMAL OF THE DAY07-21-26 Menu

Breaking News!

TALENT SHOW 

Special Edition July 23, 2026

OLYMPICS
Today at RYLA the girls competed in the 2026 outdoor Olympics involving
a variety of games. Some of the games included volleyball, golf maze,
water bucket relay, swim relay and long and short distance sprints. The
Olympics challenged the girls to practice communication, encouragement,
teamwork, leadership, and perseverance. Most girls were pushed out of
their comfort zones but continued to have fun. Many agree it was a great
opportunity to build their motor skills and continue to create a strong bond
with their cabin mates. Throughout the event, each cabin encouraged one
another and celebrated every accomplishment, no matter the outcome.
The Outdoor Olympics reminded participants that leadership is about
supporting others, staying positive through challenges, and working
together to achieve a common goal. By the end of the day, campers left
with stronger friendships, greater confidence, and memories that will last
well beyond RYLA.

Quote of the day: “Great leaders aren’t born at RYLA they’re discovered.”

The RYLA Talent Show was a huge success, with every cabin participating and
bringing their own unique talents and creativity to the stage. From
entertaining performances to impressive acts, each group demonstrated
confidence, communication, and teamwork while supporting one another
throughout the competition. At the end of the night, Prima earned first place
with their creative Wizard of Oz spinoff, which captivated the audience with
its humor, originality, and strong collaboration. The talent show not only
highlighted the girls’ creativity but also strengthened their leadership,
teamwork, and communication skills in a fun and memorable way.
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51 432

13 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/the-rlya-boys-journal-july-13-2026.pdf

14 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/the-rlya-boys-journal-july-14-2026.pdf

15 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/the-rlya-boys-journal-july-15-2026.pdf

16 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/the-rlya-boys-journal-july-16-2026.pdf

17 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/the-rlya-boys-journal-july-17-2026.pdf

1 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/ryla-girls-daily-1-c.pdf

2 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/ryla-girls-daily-2-c.pdf

3 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/ryla-girls-daily-3-c.pdf

4 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/ryla-girls-daily-4-c.pdf

5 - https://donpowell.biz/DistrictNewsletter/District_Newsletter/ryla-girls-daily-5-c.pdf

Each day the camper newsroom committee cranked out a daily newspaper for the campers - from high-ropes to 
bears and peacocks to deer. Read each newspaper to get a feel for what was happening at the camp from the 
mouths of the kids.
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      Clare and I returned yesterday from a glorious week in El 
Paso visiting seven of the eight Rotary Clubs in the area.  We 
will be back in El Paso in mid-August in conjunction with the 
International Project Fair being held in Juarez.
     It’s difficult to put into words how hospitable and welcoming 
everyone was during our stay.  Clare and I were too exhilarated 
to be tired!  Much of that is due to how vibrant and strong the El 
Paso Rotary Clubs are.
We can’t wait to go back to El Paso next month!

District Governor can’t wait to get back to El Paso!!
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     The real truth behind a flawless TED Talk is this: it’s a performance built through weeks or 
months of engineering, rehearsal, and ruthless editing — not natural talent or luck. What you 
see on stage is the final 1% of a long, disciplined process. A perfect TED Talk is the result of 
months of preparation designed to look like 18 minutes of effortless brilliance.
     So don’t get down on yourself because you can’t stand up and give a brilliant speech on 
short notice. But as leaders you should be able to write a speech and deliver it reasonably well  
if you want to convince anyone to do what you want. A great speech is built on one clear mes-
sage, one meaningful story, and simple points — delivered with warmth, focus, and a closing 
line that leaves people thinking. 
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https://msgfocus.rotary.org/q/12FVqmUrMfRYQXeWKjTBq9dO/wv

Course Updates
The Grant Management Seminar and Grant Management Recertification have been updated to help clubs with 
the global grant application process. Clubs are required to complete the Grant Management Seminar before 
they can apply for a global grant. They need to be recertified each year, and they can accomplish that by com-
pleting the recertification learning plan.

https://my.rotary.org/en/login?destination=https%3A//my-cms.rotary.org/en/secure/application/519%3Fbypass%3Dtrue%26deep-link%3Dhttps%253A//learn.rotary.org/members/learn/learning_plan/view/101/grant-management-seminar
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From the 
Rotary Global History Fellowship
https://rghf.org

Rotary
     A rotary friendship garden is 
a public green space or memo-
rial created by a local Rotary 
club to symbolize international 
goodwill, community fellow-
ship, and peace. These spaces 
often feature traditional Rotary 
emblem designs, specialized 
trees from around the world, 
and areas for quiet reflection.
History and TraditionPaul Harris 
Legacy: The concept began with 

Rotary founder Paul Harris and his wife Jean, who planted “friendship trees” with interna-
tional guests at their Chicago home and during global travels to represent world peace.

Membership in Rotary isn’t merely a title. It’s an opportunity. An opportunity to 
grow personally and professionally, to build lasting relationships, and to con-
tribute positively to our community. It’s a platform to share ideas, collaborate, 
and bring meaningful change to the lives of those around us.

In a time when our world seems increasingly divided, Rotary’s mission brings 
people together. Whether it’s initiating local projects or supporting interna-
tional causes, Rotary members create a ripple effect, transforming the lives of 
countless individuals and communities.

The Power of Membership
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https://business.rotary5520.org/businesses

Support the businesses that support District 5520 Programs

Solace Sexual Assault Services is a state-of-the-art facility providing all services under one 
roof for those who have experienced sexual violence or child abuse. Our team of highly 
trained advocates, therapists, and interviewers is dedicated to providing a safe, supportive 
environment for individuals in need and their families. Our prevention programs teach indi-
viduals about consent, healthy relationships, and bystander intervention, and work to change 
societal attitudes and norms that contribute to sexual violence. By addressing the root causes 
of sexual violence and equipping individuals with tools to prevent it, these programs help cre-
ate a culture of respect and safety in our community.

Solace Sexual Assault Services
We Support Survivors

CAMP
RYLA
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Hello Public Image Chairs, Club Presidents and District 5520 Leaders,
I’m excited to share that we’ve launched the District 5520 Story Bank at rotary5520.org/stories - a showcase of 
the incredible work happening across our clubs in the district.

To make this valuable for everyone - we need YOUR club’s stories :)
Why submit your stories?
	 - Share your success District website and social media. 
	 - Use the stories on the site to show people the huge impact Rotary has in the community
	 - Get community service ideas for your club. 
How to submit:
	 Scroll to the bottom of the district homepage at rotary5520.org and click “Share a Story”  or go directly to 
the form below. The form takes about 10 minutes and asks for:
		  Project details and impact
			   A photo
			   A memorable moment or quote
			   Contact information
			   What makes a good story?
The form includes: 
	 Recent projects (last 6-12 months)
	 Measurable impact (people served, funds raised, lives changed)
	 Community partnerships
	 Unique approaches to service

Every story submitted gets reviewed and published within a week. The best stories also get featured on my 
LinkedIn (5K+ connections) and in district communications.
For questions, please email me.  Thank you for all you do!
Meredith Eisenberg
District 5520 Public Image Chair
meredith@mereditheisenberg.com

To Highlight your 
club’s impact 

on the community!

Click here for
STORIES

Click here for
FORM

Click the Facebook logo to see all the 
other great things going on in our 
District!
Get a Facebook page and join in!

Get your club activities on the District Facebook page 
so we can see all that our District is doing!

Confused?  It’s simple! I think
Put your club’s impact on the community on stories for the world to see, and
Put your club activities, like socials, new members, speakers on Facebook for Rotary to see.

HTTPS://WWW.rotary5520.org/stories
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjPvCEAIO089CiN70Jb4S_YGh4rGAB25B-lh15mQvvQLvCwQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/rotary5520
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Celebrating Over a Decade of Fine Wines, Gourmet 
Cuisine, and Unforgettable Memories

Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Join us for the premier wine and food festival 
in the Borderplex.

The 13th Annual El Paso Wine & Food Festival with our theme of 

“A Toast to World Peace” 
promises an unforgettable experience where culinary excellence meets 

exceptional wines.

Grand Tasting Event
Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Experience the ultimate wine and food pairing at our 
signature Grand Tasting Event.

Taste over 400 wines from around the world, paired with 
exquisite bites from El Paso’s top restaurants.

Explore a symphony of flavors designed to excite, 
surprise, and satisfy every palate, creating a dining 
experience that leaves you wanting more.

Chef Showdown 
Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Watch as 12 culinary teams from the Culinary Institute by 
Southwest University compete to create 

stunning dishes paired with craft beers and premium wines.
Witness the magic of top-quality ingredients and thoughtful 

pairings come to life in this 
exciting culinary competition!
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