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DISTRICT  GOVERNOR   Jeffrey (Jeff) Weinrach       Sept 2026     NO. 3

Rotary
District 5520

Starting last Rotary year, the Rotary International President provided a message 
instead of a theme.  One consequence of this adjustment is that when current RI 
President Yinka Babolola declared the message for this year to be “Create Last-
ing Impact”, he reinforced that last year’s message of “Unite for Good” is still 
quite relevant this year; and that both of these messages are calls to action for 
all of us!

                During the International Project Fair that took place last week in Juarez, the three 
Governors from the participating Districts (myself, District 4110 Governor Marina 
Gonzalez, and District 5470 Governor Donna Hood) had an opportunity to talk to 
the attendees about the importance of the event.   

      While Governor Marina and Governor Donna were giving their remarks, I looked around the school 
gymnasium that we were in, and it dawned on me that this event is the perfect combination of creat-
ing lasting impact and uniting for good!  And I reflected on that combination when I gave my remarks.
Create Lasting Impact has two major aspects to it:  one is the lasting impact to those we serve, in this 
case through major projects related to the Areas of Focus including Disease Prevention and Treatment 
and Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene.  But it also addresses the lasting impact that being a Rotarian and 
participating in events like this has on ourselves:  the fellowship that we share with each other, the 
emotional connection that we have to the work that we do locally and globally and to the people whom 
we help, and the long-term strong relationships that we develop and maintain.
Create Lasting Impact was on full display at the International Project Fair!
     But so was Unite For Good.  District 4110 in Mexico, District 5470 in South-
ern Colorado, and District 5520 have differences:  differences in demographics, 
how we raise and spend money, how we conduct our Club meetings, etc.  We 
certainly do not have uniformity when it comes to our Rotary experiences and 
how we function.  But we do have unity around a common purpose to do good 
in the world.  Unity but not uniformity is a great way to describe the Interna-
tional Project Fair.  I mentioned this to the attendees and reinforced that our 
diversity is a strength, not a weakness.
     How do you and your Rotary Club Create Lasting Impact to those you serve 
and to yourselves?  How do you Unite for Good to help those in need? How 
does your Rotary Club exemplify Unity not Uniformity?

 
 

      



2

     We would love to hear your Club’s stories about how you Create Lasting Impact and Unite for 
Good in the local press, on social media, in the Yucca Newsletter, and in the “Stories” section of 
the District website!  
Thank you all VERY much!
 Yours in Rotary Service,

Jeff Weinrach,  2026-27 District 5520 Governor 
Jweinrach5520@nmia.com                1-505-400-1403
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Year Two. Three Games. One Great Cause.

Year of Cheer is back with Lobo Football, collecting new, unwrapped 
toys for children at UNM Children’s Hospital!

 

 

 

TOUCHDOWNS, TEAMWORK, AND TOYS  

LOBOS JOIN ROTARY DISTRICT 5520 
YEAR OF CHEER 

Alice Mehlberg, Year of Cheer Co-Chair, along with Evelyn and Fred Bryant, recently 
met with Brandon Hurst, Director of Marketing for UNM Football, and Jeremy Parks, 
Assistant AD for Marketing & Revenue Generation. A special thanks goes to Rotary 
member and past UNM Lobo Club President, John Perner, for helping us bring this 
exciting partnership together. 

We are thrilled to announce that the UNM Football team will join Rotary’s Year of 
Cheer by helping collect toys for children and families at UNM Children’s Hospital. 
Fans are invited to participate in toy drives during four home games this season: 

• Oct 18 – Nevada 

• Oct 25 – Utah State 

• Nov 15 – Colorado State 

• Nov 28 – San Diego State 

The Rotary Year of Cheer is a year-long initiative dedicated to bringing joy, comfort, 
and celebration to children at UNM Children’s Hospital. Partnering with the Lobos 
creates a powerful opportunity to spread cheer both on and off the field. 

In addition to game-day toy drives, we are working with UNM Children’s Hospital Child 
Life specialists to arrange visits from UNM Athletics staff and Lobo football players, 
giving children special moments of connection, encouragement, and fun. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to UNM Children’s Hospital for their incredible work 
in caring for children and supporting families. It is truly an honor for Rotary to stand 
beside them — and now alongside the UNM Lobos — in this effort. 

Together, we’re scoring big for kids!              

 

 

 

Interested in hosting a toy drive, but don’t know where to start?  
	 Reach out to any of these District Year of Cheer Representatives: 

Alice Mehlberg, Co-Chair: amehlberg@yahoo.com

Berdel Boulanger, Co-Chair: berdel.boulanger@gmail.com

Evelyn Bryant, Logistics Coordinator: bryantevelyn49@gmail.com

Fred Bryant, Jack-of-all-Trades and Master of Many: fredbryant300@gmail.com

Rachelle Ford, Social Media and Communications: rachellecford@gmail.com

Geneva Van Matre, Southern Region lead contact: ggvm62@gmail.com

 

SEPT. 5 • OCT. 24 • NOV. 27
BRING THE TOYS. BRING THE NOISE.
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www.rotaryglobaltravelers.com

https://rotaryglobaltravelers.com/pack-smarter-travel-lighter/

 

Will you and your loving pet help END POLIO FOREVER?
In cooperation with the Polio Plus Society and 

Rotary Zones 26 and 27

Join the Kennel Klub and give the equivalent of at least $10 in treats every month.  You and 
your pet can be a part of Rotary’s polio eradicating effort, END POLIO NOW.

More info can be found on the Kennel Klub webpage
https://www.rotaryppskennelklub.org/join

How many light 
years is the closet 

star to Earth

Answer on 
next page

?



5

How many light years is the closet star to earth?
 
   The closest star is actually the Sun (about 
0.0000158 light‑years from Earth) — right next 
to us, shining every day. The star we see every 
day, the star we depend on, the star we overlook 
because it’s always there. 
 
We as Rotarian know some ‘closest stars.’ 

     They’re the people already in our orbit - people we see everywhere. 
Friends we see frequently, coworkers we trust, community leaders we admire, 
volunteers we bump into at events, neighbors who are always helping someone, 
waiters that bring us our lunch. 
 
     They’re close. They’re bright. They’re right there. 
But we overlook them because we assume they’re too busy, not interested, or 
already involved somewhere else or HAVEN’T BEEN ASKED.
Just like the Sun, they’re the stars we forget to or chose not to notice. 
 
So here’s the challenge:
     Let’s stop searching the galaxy for new members and start noticing the stars 
already in our sky. The  ones that are the closest. 
    The next great Rotarian (Star) might be someone you already know — some-
one who’s been right there, glowing in your everyday life, just waiting to be in-
vited.”
Let’s work on turning these everyday Suns into Rotary Club Stars.
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District 5520

www.rye5520.orghttps://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81806605695?p-

wd=cWdINEdyW-
EVyRE9QMUlLR1RHd-

FRLZz09

REGISTER FOR AN 
INFORMATION SESSION

Students, Teachers, Parents Welcome
Important Dates:

September 2, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
September 10, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
September 13, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

If you are unable to attend the information 
meeting and need details, please contact: 

Gary Armijo – (505) 948-4478 
• Gary@GaryArmijo.com 

Bianca Cheney – (575) 637-8811
• bianca.cheney.rotary@gmail.com

Traveling the world?

Learning about another culture?

Being fluent in another language?
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Inbound exchange students 
volunteering at Roadrunner Food Bank, 

August 28, 2026

Europe versus South America
Filippa, Lizia

Leandro, Martin



8

Hello Club RYLA Representatives!
     If you saw the August Yucca, you saw a whole lot of info about our successful RYLA Camp 
this year along with many photos.  (Thanks, Don Powell, for the big spread!)
      In addition to the photos in Yucca, we’ve captured a WHOLE lot more in two Google Folders.  
The links to the pictures from each camp are here:
 
Boys’ Photos
 
Girls’ Photos
 
Before you go there, though, please read the verbiage below from the photo release for our mi-
nors and please adhere and use the photos appropriately. 
_____________________________________
PHOTO RELEASE (Excerpt)
I/we authorize the Rotary District 5520 RYLA and its representatives (collectively “Rotary”) to capture my image in a photograph, video, or other 
digital media (collectively “photo”) and to use my photo(s) for educational and promotional purposes in any of its presentations and publica-
tions, including print, web-based, and electronic presentations, and publications.
I/we understand and agree that my photos(s) will become the property of Rotary and will not be given or returned to me.

I hereby irrevocably authorize Rotary to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish, and/or distribute my photo(s) for any lawful purpose. In addition, I 
waive any right to inspect or approve any finished product that contains my photo(s). Additionally, I waive any right to payment, royalties, or 
other compensation of any kind arising from or related to the use of my photo(s).

___________________________________________________________

        We’ll no doubt be using some of the best photos in our 2027 brochures and other market-
ing/informational materials.
      And, while we are still closing out 2026 camps, we are already starting to get ready for 2027. 

     Thanks to all of you and your clubs for sponsoring the 43 boys and 68 girls who attended 
this year!  I hope you’ll continue to be a Club RYLA Rep or will let me know who is filling your 
big shoes.   

Erin Connelly
Rotary District 5520

RYLA Chair
505-660-1825econnelly.rotary@outlook.com

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xrQzf7pgw30Um9EclStb_lQHyWHKBF62
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xrQzf7pgw30Um9EclStb_lQHyWHKBF62
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September in Rotary is 
known as Basic Education 

& Literacy Month.  
     The Rotary theme for the month of September is Ba-
sic Education and Literacy Month. During this month, 
Rotary clubs worldwide focus on supporting education, 
increasing adult literacy, and reducing gender disparities 
in learning.Key Goals and Focus AreasSupport Learning: 
Provide books, supplies, and infrastructure to schools 
and local libraries.Train Teachers: Help educators im-
prove their skills and classroom resources.Boost Lit-
eracy: Run programs that help both children and adults 
learn to read and write

     Literacy is far more than the ability to read a book, a newspaper, or a road 
sign. It shapes people’s lives in direct and lasting ways, influencing their chanc-
es of employment, the income they earn, and the kinds of opportunities available 
to them. Studies consistently show that stronger literacy skills lead to better 
jobs, higher wages, and greater 
productivity. Literacy also af-
fects social status, political 
involvement, cultural expres-
sion, personal health, access to 
services, and even the preser-
vation of languages. On a national level, strong literacy reduces poverty, lowers 
unemployment, decreases reliance on public assistance, and supports healthier 
families. 
     So no — literacy isn’t just finishing the latest James Patterson novel. It repre-
sents self‑respect, dignity, and hope for a better future. As we take on our next 
club literacy project, remember how powerful this work truly is, and do your part 
to make a difference.

Literacy represents 
self‑respect, dignity, and 
hope for a better future.
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From the 
Rotary Global History Fellowship
https://rghf.org

Rotary

    The Rotary Club of Madrid is historically significant because it was the first Rotary club 
ever established in continental Europe. It became the gateway through which Rotary expanded 
across mainland Europe, and its story is unusually dramatic — marked by early prestige, civil 
war, prohibition, and eventual rebirth.
     Rotary International had already expanded to Great Britain and Ireland, but Madrid was 
the first foothold on the European continent. Rotary sent Ángel Cuesta, a cigar magnate origi-
nally from Spain who had helped organize clubs in Cuba, to establish the club. He worked 
with Ely Palmer, the American consul in Madrid, to organize the first meeting in October 1920.  
    The club officially received its charter on New Year’s Day 1921.

MADRID
FIRST ROTARY CLUB IN 
CONTINENTAL EUROPE

JANUARY 1, 1921

secretary5520@gmail.com
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https://msgfocus.rotary.org/q/12FVqmUrO4dqXCIyL9hmeVBZ/wv

Service across generations
Updated project fairs guide 
Protecting freshwater together: Why data matters 
Check out the new Rotary.org 
Walking with communities to transform maternal health 
2026 Programs of Scale grant recipient and finalists

 
 

The purpose of this page is to collaborate 
together, share ideas, and celebrate the good 
work of Rotarians across District 5520 as we 
support children and families in our region.  
Like and share as we grow this 
page and this project together!

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=rotary%20district%205520%20year%20of%20cheer
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https://experthub.zone2627.org/

Specialists in Every Subject! *

     ExpertHub is Rotary’s global expert‑matching platform — a searchable database where Ro-
tary and Rotaract members can find vetted specialists in virtually every area of Rotary work. 
It’s essentially a “Rotary brain trust”: a place where clubs and districts can get direct help from 
experienced members who have deep knowledge in specific Rotary functions.
     Each expert has a profile describing their background, experience, and the help they can 
offer. Clubs can contact specialists directly through the platform.

Did you know that you have an expert 
in all matters Rotary at your fingertips?

Ruidoso, NM — July 12, 2026

The Rotary Club of Ruidoso showed up in force 
to help power thousands of athletes through 
one of the toughest tests in endurance sports, 
staffing a hydration and snack station along 
the Ironman 70.3 course as part of a volunteer 
effort hundreds strong.

Ruidoso hosted the triathlon July 11–12, draw-
ing competitors from around the world for a 
race that combined a 1.2-mile swim in Grind-
stone Lake, a 56-mile bike leg, and a 13.1-mile 
run finishing in Midtown. The event demanded 
months of planning and, on race day, hun-
dreds of local volunteers working in tandem 
to keep athletes safe, hydrated, and moving.

Rotarians Fuel Ironman Athletes at Ruidoso Hydration Station



13

https://business.rotary5520.org/businesses

Support the businesses that support District 5520 Programs

H O M E S

     We are committed to providing the highest possible standard of care and continually work to 
improve upon it as a company and as caregivers.  State licensed and regulated, w offer decades 
of experience, incomparable dedication and a large and growing network of homes to serve 
individuals and families throughout New Mexico and the Southwest.  We invite you to visit a 
Beehive Home in your area to learn first-hand how we are defining care and changing lives for 
the better, or call us at 505.221.6400
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To Highlight your 
club’s impact 

on the community!
Click here for

STORIES
Click here for

FORM

Click the Facebook logo to see all the other 
great things going on in our District!
Get a Facebook page and join in!

Get your club activities on the District Facebook page 
so we can see all that our District is doing!

 
 

No. 47 – April 21, 2026 
Discover the latest Rotary news in 1 minute 

 

The 2027 International Convention in Barcelona 

Originally planned for Dubai, the 2027 Rotary International Convention will finally 
be held in Barcelona from June 26 to 30. 
This strategic decision was taken due to the current geopolitical context in the Gulf 
region, in order to guarantee participants a peaceful, accessible and secure event. 
This change illustrates Rotary's ability to adapt to international challenges, while 
preserving the essentials: bringing together thousands of members from around 
the world around common values of service, friendship and peace. 
Barcelona, an open, dynamic city with major infrastructure for large congresses, 
offers a particularly favorable setting to host this global event. 
The Convention remains a key moment in Rotary life: inspiring conferences, 
intercultural exchanges, discoveries of humanitarian projects and celebration of 
collective impact.  
In 2027, the Rotary community will therefore meet in Spain to continue its mission: 
to serve first and strengthen ties between peoples. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Minute is a creation From District 1700. Please send your comments or suggestions to laminute1700@gmail.com 

Click here for the Registration fees 
page for the conference

HTTPS://WWW.rotary5520.org/stories
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjPvCEAIO089CiN70Jb4S_YGh4rGAB25B-lh15mQvvQLvCwQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/rotary5520
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/~/link.aspx?_id=3FA0802D64DB40A29B80D89116303DC9&_z=z
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Celebrating Over a Decade of Fine Wines, Gourmet 
Cuisine, and Unforgettable Memories

Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Join us for the premier wine and food festival 
in the Borderplex.

The 13th Annual El Paso Wine & Food Festival with our theme of 

“A Toast to World Peace” 
promises an unforgettable experience where culinary excellence meets 

exceptional wines.

Grand Tasting Event
Saturday, November 7th | 1:00-4:00 PM

Experience the ultimate wine and food pairing at our 
signature Grand Tasting Event.

Taste over 400 wines from around the world, paired with 
exquisite bites from El Paso’s top restaurants.

Explore a symphony of flavors designed to excite, 
surprise, and satisfy every palate, creating a dining 
experience that leaves you wanting more.

Chef Showdown 
Friday, November 6th | 5:00-7:30 PM

Watch as 12 culinary teams from the Culinary Institute by 
Southwest University compete to create 

stunning dishes paired with craft beers and premium wines.
Witness the magic of top-quality ingredients and thoughtful 

pairings come to life in this 
exciting culinary competition!

Tickets at: elpasowinefest.com
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                      SPONSORSHIP FORM 

The Rotary Club of West El Paso has joined forces with First Tee -     
Greater El Paso to host the First Tee Desert Classic, a premier golfing 
event for all levels of golfers. Proceeds will benefit First Tee -  Greater   
El Paso along with other community projects of the Rotary Club of West  
El Paso. Please consider one of the sponsorship packages listed below: 

 

____   Ace Level Sponsor You will receive a banner (3’ x 6’) prominently 
displayed at the tournament along with entries for 2 teams (8 
players), 2 hole signs and 1 pin flag. The total cost for this     
sponsorship is $5,000. 

____   Eagle Level Hole-in-One Sponsor (4) You will officially sponsor a 
Hole-in-One contest on a designated Par 3 during the  tourna-
ment. You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) and pin flag on the hole. 
You are promong the contest and an entry for 1 team (4 play-
ers) in the tournament . Total cost for this sponsorship is $1,500 
or $800 without a team entry. 

____   Pung Tournament Sponsor (1) You will receive a sign (24” x 
36”) on the pung green for the duraon of the tournament 
along with an entry for 1 team (4 players) in the tournament. 
The total cost for this sponsorship is $1,200 or $700 without a 
team entry. 

____   Lunch or Dinner Sponsor You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) in the 
clubhouse for the duraon of the tournament and recognion at  
the awards ceremony. The total cost for the dinner sponsor is 
$1,500.00 and the lunch sponsor is $1,000. 

____   Birdie Level Sponsor You will receive a sign (18” x 24”) on a tee 
box of  a designated hole on the golf course for the duraon of 
the tournament along with an entry for 1 team (4 players) in the 
tournament. The total cost for this sponsorship is $850. 

____   Par Level Sponsor (8) available (2) Men’s Closest to the Pin;     
(2) Women’s Closest to the Pin; (2) Men’s Longest Drive;         
(2) Women’s Longest Drive You will receive a sign (24” x 36”) on 
the designated hole for the duraon of the tournament. The 
total cost of each individual sponsorship is $500. 

____   Flag Sponsor You will receive one logo or company name on the 
pin flag of a designated green.  The total cost for this sponsor-
ship is $275. 

____   Target Level Sponsor You will receive a sign (18 ”x 24”) on a tee 
box of a designated hole on the golf course for the duraon of 
the tournament. The total cost for this sponsorship is $175. 

____   Drink Ticket Sponsor (1) You will have your company name or 
logo printed on all drink ckets given to players. The total cost 
for this sponsorship is $1,000. 

____   TEE Marker Sponsor (2) Your company name will be printed on 
(5” x 8”) signs and placed on all men’s or women’s tee markers 
totaling 36 signs. The total cost for each sponsorship is $1,000.  

____   Cart Sponsor (1) Your company will have the name and logo 
printed on signs (5” x 7”) on all player carts.  The total cost for 
this sponsorship is $1,000.  R

ot
ar

 
Cl

ub
 o

 W
es

t E
l P

as
o 

Fo
un

da
o

n 
 Fi

rs
t T

ee
 D

es
er

t C
la

ss
ic 

 
 P

.O
. B

ox
 1

31
64

 
 E

l P
as

o,
 T

X 
79

91
3-

31
64

 

NO
N 

PR
OF

IT
 O

RG
    

 
US

 P
OS

TA
GE

    
    

   
PA

ID
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

  
EL

 P
AS

O 
TX

    
    

    
PE

RM
IT

 4
29

  
  THE 16TH ANNUAL FIRST TEE DESERT CLASSIC 
The Rotary Club of West El Paso has once again joined forces 
with First Tee - Greater El Paso to host The First Tee Desert 
Classic, a premier golfing event for all levels of local golfers. 
Proceeds from this tournament will benefit  First Tee - Greater El 
Paso along with other community projects of the Rotary Club of 
West El Paso. 
 
The Rotary Club of West El Paso was established in 1962 and its 
members have been acvely involved in the El Paso community 
ever since. For 62 years, the Rotary Club of West El Paso has 
donated over $175,000 to various community projects and has 
been acvely involved in promong quality of life and youth 
iniaves throughout El Paso and Southern New Meico. 
 
First Tee - Greater El Paso is a naonal non-profit youth 
development program that teaches life skills and core values 
through the game of golf. Established in April 2008, the 
organizaon helps kids and teens discover their potenal, guides 
them in developing it and mentors them in applying it to all 
aspects of their lives.  Together they are building game changers.  
 
With your parcipaon, we can improve our community as well 
to provide our youth with a quality program to learn important 
life skills and core values through The First Tee.  
 
 
There are 3 ways you can parcipate in this event: 
1. Provide prizes 
2. Sponsorship 
3. Play 
 
 
Please send your applicaon and payment to: 
Rotary Club of West El Paso Foundaon 
P.O. Box 13164, El Paso, TX 79913-3164 
 
or more inormaon, isit or website: 
www.rseeesertclassic.com 
 
Or contact: 
 
ris lbers at risteealb@gmail.com or 915/252-6511           
Carol Lewis at carol@cbclrg.com or 915/544-5205 

Email logos for signs to carol@cbclrg.com by October 12 and 
please put in the subject line: Logo for Tournament.  

Please contact us immediately to reserve your preferred 
sponsorship. 

    GOLF TOURNAMENT PRIZE REQUEST FORM 
Please consider providing four  idencal items that can be distributed 
as prizes to our tournament parcipants or prize for our raffle or 
individual awards.  

Prize to be provided:_____________________________ 

Esmated alue per Player: $______________________ 
(Minimum value per Player: $25, unlimited maximum value) 
 

SPONSORSHIP OR PRIZE DONATIONS, PLEASE SIGN BELOW 
 

Company Name: _________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

Contact Person: _________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ____________  Date: _______________ 

est me to pick up prizes: ________________________ 

Authorized Signature: _____________________________ 

               TOURNAMENT ENTRY FORM 
Share a round of golf with friends and clients while you 
help to improve our community as well as provide our 
youth with a quality program to learn important life skills 
and core values through the First Tee. The First Tee Desert 
Classic will be co-ed and a scramble format. 
 
Each player will receive: 
• 1 Round of tournament play 
• Opportunity to win valuable prizes 
• Tournament gi and ecing ole-in-One contests 
• Light lunch & dinner provided at tournament 
 

Team Contact: __________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________  Date: _______________ 

Registraon Form 
Team Members 

 

 
Authorized Signature: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ 
 

Cost: $700 per Team, $175 per Player.  

Please return your team entry form no later than October 15, 
2026 to reserve your team.  

  Name Email address USGA 
Handicap 

1       

2       

3       

4       
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 

FIRSTTEEDESERTCLASSIC.COM 

WITH A LINK TO PAY AND REGISTER ONLINE 


